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PSALM XLVIL 8, 6. 


—-GOD fitteth upon the throne of bis bolinefi: 
he Princes of the people are gathered 
together, even the people of the GOD of 
Abraham ; for the Shields of the earth 
belong unto COD: He is greatly exalted. 


_ T what time, or upon what occafion, 
A the Pfalm before us was compofed, 
is neither certain, nor eafy, at this 
diftance of time, to determine.—= 
“Many have fuppofed it to have been pen- 
ned, on occaficn of bringing up the 4rk to 
Mount Zion.” —Others, “ that it looks further, 
and is prophetick of the afcention of the glo- 
rious Mediator, after he had finifhed his work 
on earth, and the {sting up his kingdom in 
the world,” gas From 


fiat one 


From the fentiments it contains, it mighe. 
alfo be confidered asa Plalm compofed, and 
well adapred, for the congregation of I/rael, 
when all the tribes came to Hebron to receive 
David, and by their efders to make a league 
with him; as their chief magifirate’; and to 
eftablith himaim the government. @ 


Bur, which, or whether either of. thefe 
fappofitions hath apy folid foundation, muft 
be left to the learned and judicious to deter- 
mine.—-Be the primary occafion, of this 
devout compofition, what it may 7 itis beyond 
difpute, that the fubjects of it are interefting 
and importait :—Subjects well fuited to in~ 
fpire the church.and people.of Gop, at all 
times, with a fenfe of his-government and 
their dependence, and of their indifpenfible 
obligations’ to celebrate the glorics of. his 
petfe&ions, herein difplayed, as the ground 
of their confidence and theme of. their praife: 


In a word, it is an exhortation to the peo- 
ple of GOD, to praife. the LorD, ‘as “The 
Great King over all the earth,” who ald 
fabdue the people, their enemies and oppretiors. 
under them, and the nations under their feet: 
And. as that Gop, who fhould choofe their 
inheritance for them, and eftablifh them in the 
guiet poficfion and enjoyment of it. 


Agreeably, 


4 Vid. 2 Saw. §. 3, 23 33 
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_ AGREEABLY, in confirmation of this their 
confidence, it is faid, in the text—1 hat GUD 
fiteth upon the throne of his holinefs: The 
Frinces of the people are gathered together, 
even the. people of the GOD of Abraham; 
Jor thé Shields of the earth belorg unto GOD : 
fde is greatly exalted. BE IU tee 


In thefe words, we have a ftriking repre- 
{entation,—a lively portrait of the happy {tate 
of a people, or nation, in covenant with Gop, 
and favoured with his protection and {miles ; 
of a people ¢ftablifhed in the enjoyment of 
the bleffings of a civil government, whofe 
cenftitution is founded in principles of liberty 
and equity, whofe laws are adminiftred with 
jaftice and righteoufnefs, and whofe end is 
the glory of Gop, in the good of mankind, 
Lhe Great GOD, as the fovercign, the fu- 
preme ruler, fitting on the throne of bis boli- 
nefs, with all the powers of government, 
-originally and ultimately, vefted in himfelf, 
and exercifedby him, agreeable to the eternal 
laws of righteoufnefs and equity. — The Prin- 


ces of the people, their leaders, or deligates, 


are gathered together, from all parts of the 
Jand, in the name of their conftituents, and 
under the dire&ion and influence of their 
Appreme ruler and fovercign, to confulr the 
public weal, to ena& laws and to tranfact the 
great affairs of the nation and of government, 
The people, the body of the Nation, are there 
aatroduced, as The people of the GOD of 
. Aorabau, 
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wAbrabam, in covenant with him, and devout 
Jy acknowledging their fealey to him, as their 
fovercign, and their dependence upon him 
and his bleffing, both for counfel and de- 
fence. And in fine, that nothing might be 
‘wanting to compleat the view, we have The 
Shields of the earth, reprefenting both the 
powers of government and the perfons vefted 
with them, exhibited, as belonging ta GOD, 
yeligioufly devoted to his fervice and glory, 
or under his direction and controul, to carry 
xo effect the purpofes of his benevolence and 
‘wifdom’ for the good of his people, or the 
defigns of his juftice ard righteoufnefs in the 
government of the world.—The whole is 
intended to fhow-——‘ That magiftracy, or civil 
government, is of divine infticution——*That 
the end of it is the good of the governed — 
and “That, as all power and all authority are 
derived from him, the glory of all fhould 
redound to his name ; tothe end, that GOD, 
who fitteth om the throne might be greatly 
exalted, , 3 


Tuat Gop, who created and preferves, 
of right, doth govern the world, is a truth,’ 
which ‘the light of nature teaches, which 
revelation confirms, anda truth, which the 
common fenfe of mankind in all ages, concurs 
to eftablith, 


Tsay the power, authority and fovercign- 
ty of Gop are abfolvte znd unccntroulable 
is a truth jufily deducible from the preceed- 
ing, and cgually indifputable. THE 
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Tne facred feriptures are far from being 
filent, or doubtful, upon a fubje& fo funda- 
mental, fo important. We frequently find afl 
the powers of moral government, in .the 
higheft fenfe, folemnly aflumed by Gob, or 
devoutly afcribed unto him, in the divine 
oracles. Henee Gop is introduced by the 
holy prophet, as faying, “lam theLorv,and 
there is none elfe ; there is no Gop. befides 
me. I form the light and create darknefs : 
¥ make peace and create evil: I the Lory do 
all thefe things.” a ‘§* {i will work, and who 
fhall let ic 2?” b—~And to fhow the vanity of 
oppugnation to his government or authority, 
it is added, —** Let the potfherd ftrive with 
the potfherds of the earth: But wo to. him 
that flriveth with his maker.” ¢ . 


Awnp what Gop hath thus juftly aflumed, 
is devoutly afcribed to him by his faints and 
people ; and frequently mentioned as the 
ground of their confidence, as well as the 
reafon of their fubmiffion.—At all times, 
yea, even in times of perplexity and darknefs, 
it was the language of Gon’s people—“The 
Lorp reigneth, let the earth rejoice” d— 
*fheLorp is our judge, theLorD is our law- 
giver, the Lorn is our king ; He will fave 
us.” ¢ Holy David obferves, that “ the king- 
dom is the Lor p's, and he is governor among 
the nations.” f and to add no more, it is 

faid 


@ lai gs. 5,9.  BIbid. 43, 23 eMBIA. 45. 9. 
@ 2i% 97. Is a ifsi, f ial. a2, 23. 
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faid—That **The Lorp fitteth. King efor- 
ever :” a And, that “His Kingdom ruleth 
overall.” 6 rade ae 
Iw this light confidered, the Deity is to be 
acknowledged, as that Gop, whofe power. 
and authority are fupreme, univerfal and un- 
controulable. 


: F 

Ir is not, however, authority or power 
alone, that forms the charaéter, or gives an 
idea of the great moral governor of the uni- 
verfe ; but this power, and this authority, as 
tempered with wifdom, goodnefs, juftice, 
truth, faithfulnefs, and other, moral perfecti- 
ons neceflary to a government founded in 
equity, exercifed in, righteoulnels, glorious to 
himfelf and a bleffing to his creatures. 


Iz would have been cafy to an infinite 
being, to have carried to effect. the purpofes 
of bis government, by the influences of his 
fpirit, or the word of his power ; but, for 
wife reafons, the fupreme Ruler hath been 
pleafed to employ angels and men, as mini- 
fters in his kingdom ; and to render even 
fecond caufes fubfervient to the great defigns 
of his wifgom, juftice and goodnefs, in the 
government of the world. ee, 


For the glory of Gop, and the preferva- 
tion of order and communication of happine!s, 
it 
a Piel. 29, r0. 4 303, 19. 
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t. ig borki’ ravertat: ‘aad rational senflippote; that” 
voderneiout Mabiins among intelligent pean : 
_ Of whatever tank, 08 degree i in creation.’ 

FP DTIGGS. » | ¢3 qe: O. oft iy , 

*epsids conjectures ; the more probable, with 
regard. to the oe hofts, and tlio brig ght! 
and are: Favatnel with the neareft” ‘appro aches. 
unto Gop, ftom the accotint the facted ora 
chellhave iver: 3 of the various’ names, orders: 
atid'deprees fabfilting among them ;as “Ane gels, 
<Arch-angels; ett oe ne 
fies'and Powers: a vie s es 
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SOMETHING 0 of ie kind, cage bold? 
uhdvubtedly, have Béen advaitapeaus, if not” 
neceff me ‘have. perfected the’ “felicity of 
mankind, had’ they cOntidued® ih” fate of 
innocente and reétitude: ‘And for the’ order, 
harmony and happinefs of fociéty and the 
world, it is reafonable to foppofe. that. ule 
and yovernment Would — have. a en . place 
amon men, howeVer virtuous, gues 
or jut J 


: 
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“Pin fill! ‘greater, import nee of "fach i 
in@itution to the . peace, opt ae 
happinefs of individuals, of. fociety. d the 
world of mankind, fince fin, loft, wifione 
imperfeétion and every evil work have been. 
introduced, “Reeds neither time to confider,, 
nor arguments to prove, | 
Were 
a Col. z. 16, 


rigs) 
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the fate of mankind. 


., Hence it appears, I had almoft faid, to a 
demonftration, that, under Gon, the fupreme 

__ ruler, this wife inftitution of crvil: governments 
this richeft of temporal bleflings to mankind, 
takes its rife from Necefity. ane 


> SRE betas fe hg ae Sethe etal Tua? 9), te 3 
Ip is true, reafon teaches the propticty, 
convenience points out the advantages, atid al 
the focial affeCtions concur to urge the im- 
_ portance of civil government. But however 
engaging or interefting thefe arguments might 
appear, to the wife, she benevolent, or judi- 
cious, they would be, at beft,. but a, feeble 
fapport to the peace and order of fociety,— 
- swould never have availed to eftablith . govern- 
ment, over the lawlefs fults of vieious, afpi- 
ring, or blood-thirfty mea.—It is Necefity, 
Necefity alone, which combines men in 
fociety 


Day 

fociety, and gives rife to civil government? 

Aad had not maokind been effetually con= 

vinced of this necefity, and taught to realize 
that there was no living without it, icis very 

- gauch a doubt, whether ever fuch an inftitu- 

tion would have taken place in the world. 


Furs Neceflity, in a great meafure at leaft; 
is founded in and takes rife from the lufts, the 
corruptions and vices of mankind, 


’Tis not indeed pretended, that any cone 
saan, or any number of men, have any natural 
right of fuperiority,or inherent claim of domi- 
‘nion, or governmental authority over any other 
man, or body of men.—All men, by nature, 
are (ree, equal and independent, in thit maitec. 

‘Et is in compatt—in compat? alone, thc aid 
juit government is founded, 


- Te firft fteps, in entering into fociery an4 
toward the eftablifhment of civil gover ment 
among a people, is the forming, agreeisg to, 
and ratifying an origina/ eompadt, for the regu- 
Vition of the State, defcribing and determining 
“the mode, departments and powers of govern- 
“ment, and the rights, privileges and duties of 
_the subjects, | 


Tuis thould be done by the whole body 
_ ef the people 3 or by princes, leaders, or dele- 
rates, by their choice, appoimtinenty er con- 
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: cannot be given’ p by a SAS Booey 
though ever - fo Rtg incl ned to {ell « or facri- 
fice it,— Yea, fhoul Id a people ‘be, fo loft to ° 
themfelves, As, upon any confideration, to give 
it up, it may jnflly t be Kas UM be foppok featt, eA 
next enerat 0. nnot be 

Bs nF Faincd se ae inl ear bt, Ape re 
their progenitors, Ii like Ejaz, detpited and pee 
ted PY 
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We rf the foctal compat? fabfi fts sthe. Ww ote 
te, and alli its members, are bound by i it: coe 
‘facred re: re egard ou he to. be, paid, to. ye ‘No 
i rder, or ody of r men, it in the ftate, pe 
any ticht, » power, or authority, at alter change 
‘or ane “the tat compree qalie ait it 
pe alteration, or amendment, be ally 
on sntroaes Guy by common confent, 
nS Be, chdangis te 
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ak den dt Seana with the Sppipnake 

, late, Or ‘nation, as a public, political it bot om 
ors ti ‘at pleafure, tort shange,, ther or 
gee t i Wdiflolve’ thé con: itution, and re- 
turn to a flate of nature, or to form anew, oo 


ic Peels fee, meet, ; Srwis iT 


_ “THest sibs admitted, ‘it ie is evident 
thar’ fo ‘man N, OF more ‘of men, ra er wiks 


Pm grceag 


{ 7 7 


great or good’ ;—no ftate, nation, or powet 
on earth, hath any right to make’ or impofe a 
conftitution of government tpon another ftaté 
or nation : Such ¢ conftitution, however free, 
is a mark of dependence, a bedge of flavery, 
the moft diftant thought of which, the hf 

{pirit of a free people would juftly defpifet” 


> EQUALITY and INDEPENDENCE are 
the jufi claim, the indefeafble birth-right of 
men :—In a ftate of nature, as individuals ; ia 
fociety, as ftates or nations.—Nothing fhort 
of thefe ever did, or ever will fatisfy a man or 
a people, truly free, truly brave. gb ving 


True it is, a conquered nation is obliged ’ 
to {ubmit to the terms, the laws, the conquer- 
or is pleafed to impofe ; But thi: being matter 
of compulfion and mot of choice, alters not 
the right. The claim to liberty and indepen= 
dence rergains the fame. When opportunity 
offers, and power is attained, it is, beyond dif- 
pute, the duty, as well as right, of {uch a peo’ 
ple, of {uch a nation, to aflert their native f= 
berty, to thake off the fyrant’s yoke; to main= 
tain their equality and independence among 


_the nations; and cither réfume their former, 


or eftablifh-2 new conftitution of government, 
ai'they fhall judge beft, °°” : 
Uron the whole, this is-a right, the violas 
tion or infringement of which, upon any con- 
Gderation whatever, no man can juftify upom 
- ae eee Bz . the 


{ ia] 


the principles of reafon, the laws of nature, o¢ 

rules of equity.—-Even Gon himfelf, the fu- 

preme ruler of the world, whofe government 
is abfolute and uncontroulable, hath ever paid 

a facred attention to this smpertant right,hath 
_ ever patronifed this interefling claim in the 
fons of men. 


Tux only conftitution of civil government 
that can plead its origin, as immediately from 
heaven, 1s, The T heocracy of the Hebrews. But 
even this form of government, though dictated 
by snfinste wi/dom, and wrote with the finger 
of Gon, was laid before his people for their 
confideration, and ratified, introduced and c- 
Rablithed by their common confent. 


Wuar form of government will anfwer 
the beft purpofes to fociety, and moft effectus 
ally difplay the glory of the {upreme Kuler, in 
ahe good of mankind, is a queftion truly deli+ 
cate and important ; and a queftion, which,in 
the hand ot a maflerly politician, might admit 
of a difcuffion both interefling and entertain- 
dng. But as neither time, nor capacity, will 
permit me to enter largely into. {o high and 
~ €ritical a fubjeét ; it thall fuffice to obferve,— 


TrHar a fittle acquaintance with the world 
and the hiftory of mankind, in the feveral a- 
ges patt, will clearly cecide, that ne one cone 
flitucion, or form of civil government, can be 
fuppoied to be equally adapted toant{wer tbe 

€ 
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_ bef purpofes of fuch an inftitution, in every 
fociety, nation or ftate, ees she 


. TuHar in the rife and progrefs of fociety, 
diferent modes of government have been a- 
dopted and introduced, at different ftages and 
fucceffive periods, cannot be doubted.—And 
whether there hath not been, in many ioftan- 
ces, at.leaft, a gradation in the modes of go- 
-vernment, keeping pace with the progreis of 
fociety, in the feveral ages of the world, fimi- 
Jar to that gradation, which is_eafily obferved 
in the feveral Mages and periods of human hfe; 
is a queftion, with all deference, {ubmitted to 
the candor and judgment of this reipedtable 
affembly. — Tee sere. 


Ar firft fight, indeed, this circumftance | 
gay not have been obferved ; nor can it be 
faid to have been the cafe, without many exe 
ceptions. But, inan attentive review of the 
hiltory of mankind, have we not f{een, in va- 
rious inftances, a people emerging from a ftate 
of nature, and perhaps ob{curity, with all the 
life, vigor, heat and zeal, as well as undifgui- 
fed fimplicity of youth, entering into fociety 5 
and their pulfe beating high for dberty, ferm- 
ing the fecial compadt upon principles of /ree~ 
dom, and eftablifhing a conftitution purely po- 
pular—A form of civil government, in which 
every man confiders himfelf a part of the au- 
thority, having a right to give his voice upon 
every law, meafure, or public act of the flate ? 

. le 
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wa fueceeding flage, have we not feen & 
people, perhaps the fame, by gradual altera- 
tions and improvements, or by {ome thorough 
seform, or revolution, like man arrived at ma- 
‘ture age, for wifdom, firmnefs and firength, 
‘efteblithing true liberty and @ /ettled civil ge~ 
‘wernment, upon the more permaneng bais of a 
FREE COMMONWEALT Hb? And under 
this happy form, flourithing for ages, and:in 
“the unmolefted. enjoyment of the fweets of 
“freedom and the bleilings of government, ri 
ig to) the height of Merkats and dignity, 


eH ar and glory ie 


Sas Mesixoonn: Ehives we not feen, at fome 
‘diftant period, this fame fociety, ftate or na= 
tion, like man paffed the meridian of life, and 
Soginny: to*feel the infirmities of age ap- 
oaching, by infinuating corruptions, by the 
fluence of partics, the malevolence of . fac- 
cabiiie; and: frequent diforders,. warned of its 
danger, and reduced tothe neceflity of ftrength= 
‘ening the bands of fociety, and the powers of 
vernment, by a monarchial confticution ; 
and putting the reins into'the hands of a fae 
ewereign, with certain limitations, to guard, as 
-much as may be the liberty of the —- and 
= bistros deta 
ioeg Hodbpelions 2% 3 f 
oe btn fine as raver wé not eee, in the ‘lofi lie 
period, the fame fociety, ftate, or nation, hike 
‘man, in’ the decline’of life, bowed’ with'the 
B epe ae ‘of age and time, the conftitution 
~ _ broken, 


frig. J : 


oken ; the fpitit of virtue, wifdom, liberty 
* firmne{s gone ; the. potitical..body,. filled, 
with, vicious. humours,. attacked by, paintu} 
difeafes, , rack’d... with. malignant, difordersy 
which furpafs the political phyfician’s Mkill.to 
heal or remedy ? In a word, cenvulfed tothe 
very foundations, by internal eppreffions and 
violences, by public tumults and commotions 5 
ar A.Gudey and) Rent sbyi thes fusing factions 
of wicked, .defigning, artful an ambitious 
men, tending to. and; ending. ia, blesd-thedy 
Baughter and civil wars, yehich, nothing but. 
the hand and {word of abfolute. power, could, 
reftrain, quict or controul—and thus prepared 
to. be an eafy prey to the daring: tyrant, 
whofe hand could feiss, whofe. word. could. 
{Soya Celt tol isg toys int eisai odregecd ace 
~% thet Yo beh ode (iste, Satta 
“Ir is not, indeed, pretended, that this hathy 
been {tatedly. or literally theocafe, with-nation: » 
that have entered. into fociety, andeftablithed 
civil government in the world.—-But whetherg 
in. the rife and. progrefs of fociety, and. the 
modes of government which-have been adopte 
ed by mankind, fomething of this kind, hack 
mot appeared, in various inftances ?) And whee 
ther this, or iome fimilar gradation.in the cone 
ftitutions of government,at the. feveral periodg. 
and. {tages ot (ociety, are not natural and nee 
eeflary, rational and jut ;: aod, upon the-wholeg 
for the bett,—is humbly {ubmitted to the 
learned, the wils aad jadicious.to-confider,’ 


Mets HAS HGS Duties BO YS 
969 CERTATI 


f 6 4 


Cerrar it is, that at different focietics 
and ftetes may require different modes of go- 
vernment’; fo the fame focicties or nations 
may require different conftitutions, at diftin® 
and diftant periods and ftagés of their cxift- 
ence, id } 2 
°° Wun Brutus the Elder preatly dared to 
attempt a radical revolution,from an arbitra 
7y toa free government, by the expulfion of 
the Targuins, and the eftablifhment of a com= 
monwealth at Rome ; the virtue of his fellow-. 
€itizens, feconded and fupported him: And 
theglorious plan was carried to effeé& to the 
inexpreffible joy of every friend to liberty, to 
his country and the rights of mankind.—But 
when, from the fame patriotic principles; Bre- 
tus the Younger, by the death of Julius Ca- 
far, {everal ages afterwards, nobly attempted 
the deliverance of his country from the /hae- 
kies of tyranny, and the oppreffor’s yoke ; and 
to re-eftablifh-a free government ; the virtue 
of his fellow-citizens failed him; and Rome 
was enflaved, never—-never to enjoy the blef- 
fings of liberty or a free government more |— 
And’ this was her choice !—otherwile the 
would have roufed, feconded and fupported 
the arms’ and attempts of fo faithful a friend - 
and fo valiant'an bero, in the glorious cauic of 
freedom and his country. La? 
Urow the whole, the propriety or impre- 
ee ee ns onig eerste! 
pia | GOVEIRMEDy 
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government, for this people or another, de? . 
pends upon a variety of cireumftances ; fuck 
ay fituation, manners, caftoms, trade, 
connettions, &c.—-of which the people, are, _ 
or, moft certainly, ought to be the belt, if not 
the only competent judges:—And happy i 
that people, who, having the opportunity, 
have wifdom to difcern and Virtue to purfug © 
their true intereft, in a matter of fo intere{ts 
ing a nature, and fuch lating importance. 3 
ats tte tb wetiiy aaa) Nee oh eee 
oMysTenres. in. government, fecrets of 
fiate,—thole Arcana Imperii, by which the — 
artful and ambitious have inflaved the great=) 
er:part.of mankind, ate totally abhorrear tu 
all principles of liberty, and  natoraily tend 
to fap the foundations of civil government, 


he, 
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in-a free commonwealth. ~ em 
A people have an iwnaiienable right? to» 
know. the. conftiuation they: enjoy, the’ go- 
verpment they are-under, the Jaws they are” 
fubje&t to, aad what is juftly expe@ed and” 
required of them as fubjects, nat stir ko 
“Nexmsto a good conftitution, therefore,” 
the laws of the dand are the inHerivince of” 
the people.--All laws fhould béar a refem—" 
blance and carry the featurcs; of “the coniti- 
tition ; being deduced from its principks and 
founded in its maxims. And, if t mia} be 
allowed the expréflion, the laws fhostd fave 
fromthe ‘conftitation, as the flreams from 
ae D - , the 


~ 
=a * 
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fountain, and even grow out of it, as the tree 
from the root, or the branches from the ftock.~ 


- F fad ¢ : be 3 a ee 
It is alfo neceffary to the well-being of. 
fociety, that laws be adapted to the ftate and. - 
neceflities of a people, and to the circumftan- 
aes and exigencies of the comshunity. 


_ In is of no {mall importance to the liber-. 
ty of the fubje@, as wellas the fupport of 
governmental authority, in a free common- 
wealth, that laws be as few in number, and 
as plain, concife and expreftive, in their form, 
as poflible. 


_ Iv hath been often faid, ‘The more laws, 
the lefs governtnent.’—The inftitutions of 
Lycurgus, the great founder of civil govern- 
ment in Sparta, and the laws of Solon, the 
wife lawgiver of the Athenians, under the | 
happy influence of which thofe ftates, from 
{mall beginnings, rofe to the heighth of 
ftrength and glory, were few, plain, concife 
and expreffive. — > 


= 

Wuewn laws become nimerous, or volu- 
minous, it indicates the decline of virtue, the 
weaknefs of government and increafe of: 
vice.—For Jaws, taking rife from neceffity, 
hold up to view the vices, of crimés, they 
are intended to fupprefs, as the reafon of 
their exiftence.—Several ages paffed, in the 
republick of Keme, before any law exiited: 

for 
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for the punifament of a Parricide ; evident- 
ly taking for granted, cither, that this crime 
dad never been thought of, or that it was of 
fo atrocious a nature, that no Roman could 
be fo debafed as ever to commit it. 


I only add, that to render laws effectual, 
#o the purpofes of their exiftence. it hath ever 
been the care of the wifett legiflators, ofpe- 
@ially in free fates, to have fuch penalties 
annexed asare, not only apportioned to she 
malignity, but, .as near as poffible, expreflive 
of the nature, of the crimes they are intend- 
ed to punifh, or fuporcfs. a 


. Bur laws, however good in themfelves, 
‘or wifely adapted to the fate and: neceffities 
of a people, can be of but little advantage, 
unlefs duly obferved and carried to effe&, 
Hence the neceflity of appointing certain 
perfons to be rulers, of invefting them with 
power and cloathing them with authority, to 
adminifter government, and carry the laws 
into execution, Civil 


@ Whrther the multiplying fanguieary laws and capital 
punifhmens, in a ftate, can be juftified upon the prin- 
ciples of equity, or even found policy, is a quefties 
not maworthy the atiention of wife legifistors.—And 
whether punifhing certain offeaders, with lofs of li- 
berty, aod hard tabour, at the car, or elfewherr, iia 
fome places of public refort, where they might be 
Held up to view, as /peffacles of juttice ix terréren: far 
® certain term of yeurs, or for life, according to the 
mature of their crimes, wou'd not anfwer the ends of 

. Beverament & the purpofes of civil fociety, better thaa 
S¥en an ignominions death, is alio, humbly fubmited, 
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@ry1e government, duly eftablithed re 
Organized, is fitly compared to a Shield, asi 

is infticuted for the’defence and proteétion 
of the fubjeéts and the ftate. « And hence 
¥ulers'and magiftrates, being vefted and in- 
irufted with the powers of government, are, 
with great propriety termed Shields of the 
earth, in the words of our text.—And as the 
powers of government give exiftence to ths 
ruler, to the magiftrate : So it is with rulers 
and magiftrates to give life to che confticution 
-and energy to srs laws, by a faithful admi: 
itration. . 


Goop and faithful tulers are raifed above 
their brethren, to places of honour, truft and 
authority, ‘not for themfelves, but for the 

people, and the good of fociety. © They are 
introfted with feveral powers of government, 
ihat individuals’ may be protcéted and defen- 
ded intheir life, liberty, property and rights— 
that the internal peace and order of fociety 
might be preferved ; and that the external 
defence, of the whole, againft the encroach-~ 
ments, ‘violence, affaults, or invaftons of ene- 
mies, or oppreflors, might effectually be pro- 
vided for. 

Tw this way, wife and faithful ridaga are 
Shields 10 the ftate, and Shields of the earéh ; 
as by this happy inftitution, under their admi- 
niftration, the wifdom and ftrength of the 
whole flare, mays et. any time, be: collected its 

* ‘defence 


Pd as 


doa a 


defence of the public, or of any part of the 
community, as occafion may require. And- 
thus every member is engaged for the peace, 
fafety and defence of the ftate ; and the 


. whole for the peace, fafety and proteétion of | 


every member: For thefe obligations ase 
matual, and equally facred and binding, 


In this light confidered, rulers, by accept: 
ing a feat or an office in government, are 
fidly {eid to pledge themfelves, their faith and 
facred honour, and that in the moft folemn 
manner, to the people for their fidelity ; and 
to them are they accountable. 

k efi 4 

But there is another argument, of yet 
higher importance, fuggefted in our. text, 
which demands the attention of rulers of 
whatever ftation ; and may not be pafled 
over in filence. ais 


Ir is faid, in-the words before us,— 252 
Shields of the earth belong unto GOD. 


Civit government, as hath been faid, is 
of divine inftitution. Gov, as Supreme, fit- 
teth on the throne of bis holine/s.... A\l power, 
rule, or authority is derived from Gop. In 
the government of faciety, {tates and nations, 
men are employed to earry his purpofes of 
wifdom and goodnefs to effect. And hence 
civil rulers are fitly Riled—" the minifters of 


79 
Govs, 


Ah ie 
Gon .-— @ And in the languague of the 
text, it may be faid, they belong unto GOD, 


xy 


in a peculiar manner, and in various” refpeds. 


'T1s Gop, by his fpirit and providence, 
who qualifies, raifeth up and calls them forth 
to publick view, in places of honour, truft and 
importanee, inthe various departments of - 
‘government.—Men indeed, may act freely 
in all their ele€tions and appointments.—But 
after all, a divine agency attends them:— An 
all- fuperintending providence is religiowfly to 
be acknowledged. ---** the lot” faith the wife 
man--- ‘* the lot is caft into the Jap ;: But the 
whole difpofing thereof, is of the Lorp.” 6 
And in terms yet more nervous and expredfive, 
the Pfalmift tells us, that “promotion cometh 
neither from the eaft, nor from the weft, nor 
from the fouth ; But Gop is the judge. He 
putteth down one, and fetteth up another.” ¢_ 
Reis: 


Crvix rulers belong untoGOD, as itis his 
power with which they are vefied, in his name 
that they aét, and by his authority that they 
adminifter government and difcharge the duties 
of their feveral offices and departments, whe- 
ther as fupreme or fubordinate. 


Crvit rulers belong unto GOD, as he hath 
explicitly dire&tedthem upon what principles, 
in what manner, and with what views they are 
to act in office and adminifter government.— 


That 
@ Rowe £3, de 6 Prev, 16, 320 ¢ Pale 75. Ge 
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That they are to fear GOD—bhate covetoufa 


d 


ntfs—fbake their hands from bribes—to judge 


righteoufly—to be no refpectors of perfons in: 


Judgment —not to be afraid of the face of man ; 
but always to realize, that the judgment as 
GOD" sa? Ao 


Crvru rulers, the Shields of the earth, belong 
unto the LORD, as the end of their ad- 
miniftration is the glory of Gop, and that he 
might be greatly exalted, in the good of man- 
kind.—-Hence the apoftle— He is the minifier 


of GOD te thie for gord,"° 


In fine ; civil rulers, the Shields of the 
earth, belong unto GOD, as they are under 
his immediate infpeétion, as they are account. 
able to him ‘for the whole of, their condua, 
in this charaéter, and as their reward is with 
~ him, “ Gop ftandeth,” faith the pfalmift “ in 
the congregation of the mighty : He judgeth 


among the Gops.” ¢ — 


Deepvy penetrated with a fenfe of theim- 
portance of thefe confiderations, a good ruler 
hath the moft engaging, as well as awakening, 
motives. to a faithful difcharge of duty, and 
the moft fubftantial arguments to fupport him, 
under the weight and. care of government. 


Ir is, indeed, readily admitted, that rulers, 

in devoting their time, talents and capacities 
r — to 

@ Deut. x, 27, &, & Rem £3. A _ 6 Pha! $2, %, 


va 
to the fervice of the public, have a juft claina. 
— to refpedt, and fupport ; and, in an upright . 
difcharge of their truft, they havea right, not 
only to a pecuniary reward, in, proportion to 
the dignity of their ftations, and importance 
of their fervices; but alfo to the grateful ac- 
ceptance and chearful approbation ‘of an obli- 
ged people. And it is very happy indeed, for 
both rulers and people, when. it may-be truly 
faid of perfons in authority, as of . Mordecai,. 
of old—that “ they are great among their 
fellow citizens, and accepted of the multitude 
of their brethren, feeking the wealth of their 
people, and {peaking peace to all their feed.” a 


Bur fhould faithful rulers tail of fo jult, as 
well as pleafing, a return, as hath fometimes 
been the cafe, they are not without fupport, 
encouragement, or reward. ; 


‘THe fear of God, the. fentiments of religi- 
on, the approbation of their own minds, the 
aécceptanee of their judge and the.rewards of » 
his kingdom, are fufficient to fupport..them. 
under every weight, and to excite them to. 
fidelity and perfeverance, under every, difcou;, 
ragement.—Neither the frowns of the great, 
nor the flatteries of the .multitude ; nor, -yety: 
the more pleafing charms of future promotion, 
will ever be permitted to influence; the :mea- 
fares, or dirc& the condué of the faithful 
raler, aing under the influence of ‘thofe exal- 

she ag at red 
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ted fentiments, which religion infpires.. But; 
realizing what he owes to Gop, and what his 
country may juftly require, he is faithful to 
‘the one, and true to the other, even though 
the Offracifn a of the Athenians fhould be 
sas E his 
“@ “The Ofracifiz makes. great figure in all the Greek 
vbiftary, aud occurs frequently in that.ot the dtheni- 
ans,” among whom it is generally fuppofed to have hed 
its vile This preauliar law was originally defigned, as 
- & gaard to liberty 5 though fometimes abufed, to sthe 
_ (pucpofes of Licentioufhefs and fadion. “© By thia law 
men, eminent to fuch a degree, as to threaten the 
S‘ate with danger, were banished for ten years —The 
method in which they proceeded to inf’ theOfrac‘/ui 
was this : Every citizen took a piece of broken pot-or 
fhell, on which Saving wrote the name of the perfon 
he would haye banithed, he carried it to a certain place 
of the forem, which was inclofed with rails ; then tie 
magiltrates began to count the number of the {hells = 
_ for if they were lef than fix thoufend, the vore did 
| not take place 5 but if they farpoffed that number; 
* they laid every namé apart, ond the ma wi 0 rane, 
was found ‘on the preateft number of flicils was of 
courfe exiled for ten years.”? : ee 
This law fpeake a people jealous of their liberty to 
an extrenie.—for, however well intended # yet; throu giz, 
“the craft of ‘rivais is power, . or ‘tite infidiouisnefs of 
 @rabitioud and popular aen, this punihment fometimes 
‘fell upen the worthin chara@ers in the flatée.- Arif- 
“vides, by the wifdom of ‘his councils, the Grmrefs cf 
“his courage and the ift-xibiliry of his iategrity, ac, 
homie, abroad, in peace and war; had proved himfc)£ 
ttn tlufirious patriot, acquived the finame ‘of the Fup, 
and’ ebtaiacd the character of the-mot worthy ‘and 
Virtnous of the 4thenians.—-But thefe very Virtues 
and this high reputation, were artfolly-improved, by 
his vival Téemiffocles, as argu vents apaini hia, and 
te prove him a man dangerozs ta the Mate. “Ir may 
Seem ftrange (fay the writers of the univerfal hiflory ) 
that Themiffecies could raife the popular refeatmenc 
seaianit aman amiable froth peaceable virtues 3 yethe 
éSected it by caufing it to be whifpered ebour, thas 


‘ 


Arigjides 


Eos, 


his a and the Fite of the noble, Hiebieles hiv 
. geward. a 


a 4 ae / 

Conscious integrity is a folid fupport.—~ 
A fupport, which the world can neither give 
nor take away.—Like Cato, the virtuous 
roman Senator, “to have done his. duty,’ —to 
_ have approved himfelf to that Gop, who /it- 
teth on the throne of bis holinefs, is more to 
the good ruler, the true Patriot, than the: 
approbation or applaufe of ‘united worlds. 
With ayplesemany of mind, which no words 

can 


| Ariftides having aflomed the name of Sas and ading 
fsequeatly as au umpire berween contending parties,had 
inteanfibly ere&ted a monarchy, though without pemp 
' @F. guards.-Oa 2 fuddea, and. when it was lealt ex- 
pected, citizens and countrymen: flocked to the forums 
and demanded the ofracifm.—When the magiltraies 
fignified to him, thas the ofraci/ms fell upon hima, be 
aetived modeftly out of tbe forum, and as he went 
cut, he lifted. up his eyes to heaven, and faid, I 4e- 
; ferch the Gods, thar the Athenians way never fee that 
day, which feall force them to resuensber Asiftides !?’—+ 
What am exalied{ipiic ! What Ler ic fentimeats 
What .adivine example /—This is the goed ruler—the 
true Patrioct—mneicher the jogratitude of his fellow 
citiaens, nor the unjult feverity of his ewa cruz! fate, - 
could remove kis iove from bis country, cr prevent 
his prayers for the blefling of heaven upon an ungrace- 
ful people, who, for his faithful, fervices, had jutt ex- 
cluded him che sights of foeieey and diove bim inte 
baaifhament. 
+ vid. uviverfal Hig. vol. ee P- 377 378, ce. 


“a 


Pericles, afier many aad ‘ciainent fervices rendered 

to the ftate,in the courfe of a long aud fathtul ad- 

rhiniftration, was unjuftly, as well as isjudiciondly, 

difwmitfed, difgraced and fined by the Athenians ; and 

this ata tice when his prefeace, cowacil, and dirqdti. 
@a wets IncrE meeded than ever. bid, ”. 445- 


= 
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ean exprefs; fuch a ruler moft chearfully leaves 
ie with heaven to eftimate his- fidelity and 
apportion the reward. His only requeft is 
that of pious Webenuah, the faithful gover- 
nour of Fudee,—*' Think upon me, O my 
Gop, for good, according to all that I have 


done for this people.” a 


. AnorueER thing necefflary to the ends of. 
eivil government, and to render ita blefling 
to fudjets and a Shield to the flate, is the 
concurrence of the people, with their rulers, 
in their faithful endeavours and unremitting 
exertions, for internal peace and external de- 
fence. Be 


A facred regard to the confitution, 2 cheer- 
fal obedience tothe laws, anda reverend 


fubmiffion to the authority ef thofe who are 


yefted with the powers of government, ers 
as much the duty of fubjeéts,. even -ia {ree 
tates, as it is of rulers to be faithful to the 
truft repofed.in them. by the people. The 
obligations are mutually binding, <qually 
indifpenfible, and equally neceflary tothe tiber- 
ty, fafety, profperity and happinefs of fociety. 


Tue bef confiitution, the wifeft Jaws, 
and the moft faithful rulers are all in vain te 
a perverfe, reftlefs, factions, remils or difobe- 
dient people. ' ey 5 


a Nak. §. ro. 
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°Ty a people violate*the conftitution, tram= 
ple* under foot thé laws, caft contempt /oy 
authority and defpife government ; or” fail,’ 
when lawfully required, to make’ thofe!exer-) 
tions for defence,’ which the exigencies of the’ 
fate may demand ;*they muft thank them- 
felves, and not their rulers, for that ruin whichy 
threatens and will moft certainly overtake 
them.” In‘ thé languageof ‘the prophet, ic 
may juftly be faid to fucha people, —* thine” 


own wickednefs thall correthee, and thy 


backilidings fhall reprove “thee!” “a 


“TE apotle Paul obferves. ‘‘ that’ the 
powers that be, are ordained of Gop” :-Afttd 
juftly confiders civil government as an ordi- 
nance of GOD. And that-fulers: are ““ the 
minifters of Gop”; to a people, ‘for good.” & 
From Hence he conclades, that a people fhould 
acknowledge their authority° and yicld an 
obedient’ fubjeQion :—And’ exprefsly” fays, 
that Hep AP Wee? be fubject, not only for. 
cvrath, but alfo for confeience fure. ¢ TPG 


Tye fabje@tion here injoined is not abfo- 
lite, or that poffive obedience and non refift- 
ance, fo abfurdly preached up, in the darker 
ages of the world: But that obedience and 
fubjection to good and faithfal rulers, which 
the fecial compat and the laws of the land 
regtire. And without this, government is 
at an end. 
G*.41-* 7f 


aije. 2.39. 6 Vid. Rom. 33. begin. ¢ Ibid. ver, 5s 


' 
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opr rulers sarenot feconded and fupported: 
by the people, in ‘the exercife.of their. autho-' 
rity;sin thesexecution of “the laws and:the 
adminiftration of government, ‘their: beftats 
tempts,’ their moft) upright endeavours: with 
never avail to the purple snumdae by fucke 
an initiation. a 


. : 
+ * ce gt te aii 


Inisi wtih: ees aie to adds lif to the 
conftitution, energy to the laws,’ and! dignity, 
as well as firength to government: And that, 
both for internat: “peace, -orderiand: freedom, 


| Bore ha 


and external pina again alk: — opm 


ici a ward: as aie the fdesdhicd peat cine 
whole i is engaged - for the prore@ion and ‘de; _ 
fence of the life; ‘liberty and property ofeach: 
individual ; foveach individual’ owes all’that 
he hath, even life itfelf, to the fupport,. pro- 
teion. and defence of the whole, when the 
exigencies of the ftate requirevity 9 And no 
man, whether in authority or fabordination, 
can juftly excufe’ himfelf from any duty, fer? 
vice or excrtions,.in. peace ox, war, that may 
be neceflary forthe pubiick peace, liberty, 
fafery or. defence, when aasady, ae con- | 
sonny called, thereto. oa 


a Asi in the, daa AE ee ail'the parts and. 

marabere are. neceflary ;, and: in » their places 

f:verally coficur to. the health, Rrength and 

beauty of the whole ; So in the bedy-politick, 
a 
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a well regulated ftate, a fimilar adjufment 
takes place.—And as ail parts aod members 
are neceflary : *oin their place and ufe, they 
all. concur tothe health, fafery and happinefs 
of fociety ; and to the beauty, itrength, glory 
and defence of ahe flate. 


WuEn the parts are difadjufted, the. body 
is out of health, and the conftitution in dan- 
gcr.—So in the body politic, if the partsare 
difadjufted, its health will be marred, its 
firength impaired and its conftitution indan- 
gered. Thus when the legiflative aflumes 
and exercifes the powers, by conftitution, 
vefted in the executive department; the ex- 
ecutive, thofe of the judicial ; or the judicial, 
thofe of -the legiflative ; or either of them : 
Then there is an evident difadjuftment of the 
parts, in the body politick, which tends to 
confufion in fociety, jumblein government, 
danger to the conftitution and deftructinn to 
the commonwealth. a ists: 

: Ir 
e@ As far as human wildom and ferefight eculd vail, 
to prevrmt any thing of this kind. the pecple of this 
State have affamed and decléred it, 2s cne of their 
important rights ; that ‘in the government cf this 

“* Commonweulth, the /egifative depariment fhall 

«s never exercife the executive and judicial powers, 

€t or either ot them : The exesative ihail never exer- 
*< cife the legiflative ard judicial powers, or et:hee 
** of them: The judicial fhall never exercife the 
«© lepifiative and executive powers, or either of 
4 them: Te the end, it may be « gevtrnment of 
© LAWS, and not of MEN. Great attect oa was 
paid to this inefimable right, in fertting the depart- 


ments and sdjufting the powers of eee by 
a | thofls 
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Iris of the highcft importance to the 
well being of fociety. that every man, that 
all. the members fhou!d know their placc, 
_ and the duties of their ftation, in the Com- 
monwealth, whether in authority, or fubor- 
‘divation : And every thing that tends to an 
alteration, or abridgment, of the powers of 
government, on the one hand, or of the 
rights of the people, on the other, fhould 
awaken the attention of both rulers and peo- 


“ 


ple, and put all upon their guard. 


For inftance : The compromife of izdzvi- 
duals, the plans of a junto, the {chemes of a 
Jacizon, or the intrigues of a court for the 
difpofal of offices or the obtaining cleftions, 
have a threatning afpeét on the liberties of 
the people, the powers of government.and 
the conftitution itfelf.  Fulius Cesar would 
never, perhaps, have had it in his power, to 
have totally fubverted the republick of Rome, 
ufurp’d the government and feated himfelf 
onthe imperial throne, had not his way thereto 
been paved and prepared, by the private 
sompact and art/ul compromife between Pons- 
per the Great, Craffés and himfelf, which 

formed 


thofe whe aflifted ia framing our New conftitution.—~ 
Mow far they ‘wcceeded in fo difficule a work aad 
fo critical an attempt, the public willjudge, and 
time and experience more fully diicsver.-—At prefent, 
however, it muft be allowed, that the profpe& before 
ws is not unpromifiag. 


ee (( 282 9) 
form’d the firkt triumvirate, that appeared in 
‘that great Gommonwealth..a i th 
paren) eke cre 4 aahagi ocd Ppsaiiog disw 
wall fuch cafes,’ therefore, O5fa'Prin- 
cipiis”, is a good: tiaxim, “and: worthy lahe 
attention of all: “And the. firft as io 
¥ Bed iti? YI sek ORCS 


ficws 3 the 
thing fhort of 
‘the fame fupreme power to which his rival afpired.. ‘To 
accomplifh the purpofe of this ambition, Ca/ar confidered 
the confulfhip as an eflential ftep. In order to his ad- 
- yancement to the confulfhip, > as well as to cffcé his ulti- 
“mate defigns, Cefar found itneceflary to avail himfelf cf 
the influesce not only of Crafus his rich and poweriul 
“friend, but alfo of Pompey his rival ; and to ferve himigif 
of both ; And this gave rife to the art/al compromije we 
have mentioned. )in this remarkable compact, Ponpery 
and Craffus, aswell as Czfar, had undoubtedly their 
“views: But to 2dopt the words cf celebrated bifforians, 
S* Cefar’s management, upon this cctafion, wes 2 taffer- 
* piece of policy, and the foundation of bis tuture gran- 
* deur, The. two citizens, who at this time made the 
“€ preateht figure in the republic, without difpute, “were 
Pompey and Grafs : but thefe two Rilterte! civeets 
Ae re declared nemies, and, ae confidered, much 
=. pons level e y both ha eat intrely Car 
& plainly faw, that he could never obtaia the confulthip 
. ** withou’ gaining oné or other of them to his caufe ; but 
_S* the difficulry was, which to choole. If he clof¢d with 
S* Pompey, he Sct ‘meet with a ftrong oppefition from 
£88 Crajus’s friends ; and if he joined Crafus, he was-fure 
© to have all Pompey’s party againft him. . He*therefote 
* undertock to reconcile the two rivals, and by propefiog 
** to them a trivmvirate, in which thould be lodged allthe 
~*: authority of the fenate avd people, he prevailed upon 
“them to make up their «differences, and enter into @ 
“ fxiG feieodthip with each other, In order to make 
“their confederacy. the more indiffoluble, they folemnly 
“€ bound themfelves;: -by mutual oaths and -premifes, to 
*: aflit’each o:her, and to fuffer nothing to be underta~- 
é ken or exccuted without the uganimous Confent of afl 
* three. “ Ehus 
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has pttiocige mi deci 6 etSitie Ueto senses 

of.fych baneful machinations fhould be beheld? 
with abhortence sand: check’d ‘with feverity;' 
by.all orders of. men ina free Commonwealth, 
as.they are friends-te.their country and with to’ 
preferve the liberties of the:people; the pow» 
ers of government, or the rights of the cons 
fication, inviolate to. the State. -- 


Tees tigi to eo 


-/Tais-precaution is always neceffary.—«lt ds: 
more efpecially of importance when fir ens 
tering into fociety ; or when ai radical Tevow; 
lution takes. place, and a new form or confti» 
tution of . government ‘is ‘introduced:=+Bad 
precedents.are growing evils 5: and fatabconst 
{equences commonly attend them, if not feas- 
fonably checked. and effectually cruthed.. 
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neceflary, to:the well-being of ‘tociety-and-th> 
happinels of .a ‘free ftate, is the cordial cona 
g ; sonshivore iis tostmertavon sdbgnenill 
pantad?: enigaiaeo oy lipehias Cae he hay 
“WP ayeds onpslyg os Piethtoo COW Sitar 
* Thes was, the fick triumvirate formed, by which 
Rome became the ‘to thee nr Lem by deviants 
‘eof theie unized' parties, arbitrarily’ difpofed’ of al} the 
** dignities. and traploynaents in the commotwealths The, 
** public were Jong ftrangers to the myfteries of this new. 
“Ceabal. Nothing mote appeated to the fenate than the 
** reconciliation of Pompey andiCrdfas ; and Calar wat 
*« congratulated by all ranks of men for having brought 
‘* itabout. Caro alone forefaw the evil confequencea, of 
@ this new alliance, “and exclaimed ‘agafoft it,’ Taying. 
«TPhatRome had loft her tiberty :) are te eM en 
* to hina *till-it, was too late to follow his prudent coun 
fi. ert aMfoctation fubfited brats death cf Cra, wi 
and was followed by the intire fubvéffioa of the + 
&¢ Siean Kate.” ; : wee 
. _ Nid, Univerf. Hi, Vel. 13. p. 150) 35%4- 


Tne JaQthing- which we: mention; as 


C 34] 
currence of all orders of men, in authority and 
{ebordination, in a facred regard to religion 5 
ina devout acknowledgment of their depen- 
dence upon Gop, his providence and bleffing, 
for all the benefits they expect to derive frem 
a-fettled civil government. 


Tats fentiment is evidently fuggefted in the 
words of our text.—The people, whofe princes 
are here introduced as gathered together to 
coafult for the common good, and tranfact the | 
public affairs for the government and defence 
of the nation ;=The people, whofe rulers are 
here termed fbields of the earth, and juftly 
faid to belong unto GOD; Ina word, the peow 

2, in whofe fettled government and flourifhe 
ing ftate, Gon, the fupreme ruler, is {aid to be 
greatly exalted, are fitly filed the people of the 
GOD of Abrahbam,—a peoplein covenant with 
Gop.—A people of his fear—of his praife.— 
‘A people deeply impreffed with a fenfe of the 
Deity, his government and providence ; anda 
people who cordially acknowledge their de- 
peadance upon hirh and their indifpenfible obe 
ligations to fear and obey him,and to preferve 
‘and exercife a facred regard to his worthip, 
and to the doétrines and duties of that holy 
seligion, which he had taught by his word. 


“ment of heaven, to the fupport ‘of order and 
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fafety and happiness of fociety, is what reafoa. 
teaches, and what the common fenfe, as well . 
as univerfal practice of mankind, in all ages. 
and. nations, concurs to. confirm, re 


In civilized nations,and:where civil governe 
menthath been eftablithed,many cities and pla- 
ces of importance.may be found without walls, 
without guards, and even without weapons 
or any preparations for common defence ; 
But it is not eafy.to find any. without, a temp‘e, 
an a/far,a grove or fome other place appoint= 
ed and appropriated tothe purpofes of religion, 
the acknowledgment of heaven, and the wor=. 
thip of she Deity, in fome fhape or other. 


_. Yy all the free ftates of Greece and the great, 
Republic of Rome, the regard that was paid te, 
the worfhip of the gods and the rites of: rel 
gion, was conftant, punctual and expenfive 5. 
and: in many inftances, efpecially on. great oc- 
cafions, rofe.to the height of fuperitition. And 
no affair of importance to the liberty of tive 
people, or thé fafety of the ftate, in peace of; 
war, wasundertaken, without a scligious ac=. 
knowledgment of their dependance upon heaz. 
yen and the influence of the gods. 


Ta vii 2 Sapte i teks Sosy ' . 

“ Tug great CAMILLUS, who was-twice 
faluted § The Deliverer of: his country,’ to 
awaken in, his fellow-citizens a fenfe of the’ 
importance of religion, appealed to theRomans 
whether they ever had better duccefs than. 
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_,. Bus:to inflance from a yetchigher ‘autho- 
rity ; Doth not the holy prophet of the Lorn 
both reprove and exhort: the king of Yudab, 
in terms which clearly exprefs the high: im: 
_ portance of.a dacred regard tothe precepts of 
_ Ieligion and morality, to the fafety, happinefs 
and floorithing fate of a péople, in that plain 
_ and faithful expoftulation—+Did not thy fa- 
ther eat and. drink, and dojuftice and judgment, 
ang then it was well with him? He judged the 
caufe o/ the poor and necdypo'thenit was: wel 
with him: Was not .thista know me? faith 
#2¢ LORDS hs ©: sone P10 Wine Og 


eis ane a the wala’ bay ee yarns a ‘ ; 4 
~ Wuew the Supreme Ruler of the»world 
“gave notice to Mo/es, the great law-giver ‘of 

the Hebrew nation, thatthe period of his ad< 

miniftration was haftening, and the time near 
thand, when he muft qait the high: Ration 
he held.at the head of the-commonwealth of 
+ dfrael, for amore exalted feat of immortal glo: 
Bei dior baisyaqe gHolgist Lagonalogrpy 
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ry in his kingdom above,—It is faid, He call- 
‘ed a’félemn affémbly of the people; and’ ha- 
wing - récapitulated the heads of the’ = 9 Fai 
‘tion Gop hed given'them, ’ and réhearfe 
fummary of the flatutes and~ ‘Precepts ‘of Nie 
“religion he-bad made known unto them, he 
‘elofed his addrefs, ‘and took his leave of them, 


with this expreffive and’ pathetic’ exhortation, 
 faying,’ Ser ‘your hearts’ unto: all'the “words 


~which I teftify’ among you this day : For i it is 
‘Not a: vain: thing ‘for you : > Beeaule it is ¥ 
Tife ; And throagh this thing’ ye thal stele 
‘your days in- the: late aie oboe over Fe 
iid to | pone it" @ 
Os 29r2.3Tioais> bag.G3s SHI Oe ALG 3 

“Tue truth is, “ ae asthe ebay ae 
taught by the word of Gop, . and enforced by 
the powerful argdments ‘and’ engaging ‘imotives 
‘of the gofpel ‘of Ye/us Chri ff, “is the fource ¢ 
diberty, the foul of government and the MK 
a people/—L}ts'dotrines “are'fubline, 
“eepts excellent, its motives pétfuafive 
dearing, and its rewards rich, Bones ae 
divine, za 
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OuPTy behevoleHe précépfs'are’ all contained in’ 
“hve to GOD and oo eae. a nee 
* Deut. 33. a & 47. i ~~ this 


c 38 } 
this divine affection takes place, infpires the 
_ foul, warms the heart, influences the temper 
and. governs the conduct ; piety to Gop, and 
jaftice and charity to men, will mask, diftin- 
guith and dignify the character, And the 
Same divine principle, penetrating the hearts of 
the various orders of men in fociety, and per~ 
wading the ftate,cannot fail-producing the hap- 
_piett effect:.—Vice and immorality, wicked~ 
nefs and unrighteouinefs, in every form, in e- 
swery character, will oon difappear : And juf- 
Rice, temperance, truth and love,—every vir- 
tue; every grace which adorns human nature, 
ef tends to the peace and happinefs of fociety, 
wwill quickly take their place, 
_.Unper the facred energy of fo god-like a 
‘principle, ralers will become true patriots,real 
“denejactors; the people willing and obedient 
Subjects : And all orders of men will moft 
cheerfully concur in every meafure which wif- 
ydom.can dictate tor the common good. 24 


Ina word, religion among a people, in its 
power, purity and-governing influence, is the 
“guardian of liberty,the flrength of government, 


the energy of laws, the band of jociety, and 
Doth the glory and defence of the ftate, 


In times of profperity, a people, that have 
-made Gop their fear, and religion. their care, 
may reft affured of the chiablilimeat and con- 
tinuanee of their fourithing fate, 


in 
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In times of perplexity, when dangers fur- 
round, oppreffors threaten, or enemies invade, 
fach a people have Gon for their refuge : And 
committing their caufe unto him, in the- way 
of well-doing, may humbly expect that light 
will arife in darknefs, that the power of the 
oppreffor fhall be broken, that their enemies 
fhall not prevail againft them, and that Gop 
will maintain their right and their caufe. 


At all times, under all circumftances, at 
home, abroad, in peace and war, fuch a people 
may {afely & cheerfully leave all their concerns: 
in the hands of Ger ; and in filial confidence 
of his prefence, protection and blefling, may 
fay with the Pfalmift— ** The Lor» ison my, 
fide, 1 will not fear: What can man do unte 
mer. © Happy is that people that is in fucb 
a cafe: Yea, bappyis that people, whole GOD, 
as the LORD.+ i game 


"Jw the above reprefentation, we have feen 
the fair fide of the queftion : Government # 
bleffing, and the fbie/ds of the earth, as they, 
ought to be, employed for the | aaeg of man- 
kind. But it may, notwithftanding, be juftly 
faid,that this is not always the cafe. And the 
queftion may ftill be afked—How, then, can 
it be afferted, ‘* That the fhields of the earth 
belong unto Gop ?” ceva 


~ Upon this queftion it may be obferved,—= 
That itis admitted, that THE sHIRLDS OF 
® Philo 138, 6. pt aggeas. “CEB 
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@HE BARTH may bé reverfed.—The powers. 
of government may be abufed. | Rulers, how=, 
ever promifing at firft, may become oppref-_ 
fors. Yea, this hath been too often the faét., 
But fhould this. be the unhappy cafe; and, 
contrary to the juft expectations of Gon and, 
men, fhould fhe /bields of the earth be rever=, 
fed, and turned againft thofe whom they were. 
intended to defend, it alters not the truth or 
propriety of the affertion, ‘* The thields of 
the éarth ftill belong unto Gon :”’ and * the 
Loxp ftill Gtteth on the throne of his ‘holi-. 
ink, Shia Rede oes oe ey A 


~ Sues is the nature of the divine govern-, 
ment, and fuch the wifdom of.the Supreme, 
Ruler, thac good is brought out-of evil... Even. 
© oppreffors of mankind are the fervants of 
cp ; and their-oppreffions are fo over-ruled. 
-astobe fubfervient to the defigns of infinite 
wildom and_goodnefs, -in the moral govern= 
MAL the world, 9 ode TS SLi wick odds 
esd . Arango s Ay akie dl ef haw meaty 
“HE poictds of the earth reverled, the pow= 
ers. of government abufed, may be and are. 
ever-ruled in providence, fo as to be produces, 
tive of great good to fociety and mankind. 


Secu, ‘indeed, is the inertia of mankind in: 
general, that they are more prone to undue 
fubmiffion; than. the .contrary.. Even a bad | 
government is better than none, inthe efti-- 
mation of the greater part‘ of the world. And 
See ae BESET BEE eos OES et 


eee ow ee en 
fogreat is the rifqué, the uncertainty and dana 
per attending theattempt ofa revolution, that! 
itis mot -anvealy ‘matter to :perfaade a people, 
event undéroan-undie exercife of power, to 
rife afd: refit, Theys will bear. much; and. 
long, before-they: can-be brought to unite in: 
fuch*an attempt >obut there=-are degrees of 
oppreffion: beyond bearing; ‘and which man= 
kind, -unlefs totally loft to all fentiments of 
bert y; and: entirély broke tothe yoke of fla- 
werp;’ will not fubnsit to... And it is wife 
in-Ganp,: and happy for :a people, when the, 
ftrides of oppreffion are permitted to be fo. 
great, and the violences of oppreffors fo hafti= 
ly increafed, as to roufe them effectually bes 


fobe'iti if: 20 Jatesic) cast enel bce 72 
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» Opprirssonsare fitly called, ‘© The rod-of 
Gonb’s anger, andthe ftaff in their hind sis 
hisindignation,’*. They-are wifely ¢ nglor< 
ed by the Supreme Ruler; to correct the. ere 
rors, reprove the vices, and reform the difor- 
ders of {dciéties, nations and ftates. Théy are 
more efpecially improved to roufe and reftere: 
the true fpirit of liberty, when declining 3 
and to bring on a total revolution,if neceflarys 
to the-prefervation or reftoration of fo inefti< 
mable.a bleffing. — septers et 


Insrances of this are too numerous and 
too well Known, to admitofdifpate, 
Le ‘ ae 
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. As it was. the afflicted ftate of Gon’s peo= 
ple J/rae/, that moved him, io mercy, to 
fend Mo/es to deliver them ; fo it was the op- 
preffions of Pharaoh and the eruelty of the 
take-mafters,that gave weight to his meffages, 
and effectually roufed them, in the face of eve-~ 
ty danger, to affert their freedom,and attempt 
their deliverance from the Egyptian yoke. — 


. CHRISTENDOM would never have been 

roufed, with firmnefs, to have attempted to 
free themfelves from the bierachy of Rome, 
had not the opprefiions of that power put 
them upon the expedient. 


Ir wasa long feries of injuries, and intole= 
rable oppreffions and crueltics, which taught 
the United States of Holland to affert their 
native freedom, independence-and fovereign- 
ty, againft the power of Spain, them at the 
meridian of its firength and glory. ‘ 


_ BRITONS would never have fo frequently 
gefifted their kings, and flown to arms in dee 
fence of their invaluable rights, had not the 
iron rod of oppreflion convinced: them of the 
neceflity of {uch ftrenuous exertions, to pre~ 
sets and protract the remains of liberty among 
hem, 


« 
eo 


Ir wasthe oppreffor’s hand, in church and 
ftate, which drove our worthy anceffers {rom 
their native land, in thé face of every danger, 

every 


fad. 


every diflrefs, to feck a fecure retreat for the. 
unmoleited enjoyment of Liberty, civil and ree. 
jigious, inthe inhofpitable wilds of america. 


Anp the fame oppreffive hand, which pur~ 
fued and perfecuted this injured people over the 
wide Atlantic, from time ta time, in Jawlefs 
claims upon their rights and. liberties, under 
Gop and providence, hath been the means of 
preferving and trantmitting that glorious (piri? 
of isberty, for which the Colonies of America 

thave been fo illuftrious, in the feveral periods. 
MOE RT CREO le ae emntinse. Birch és ae 


An, to add no more ; a fertes of oppreffive 
meafures,and lawlefs claims of abitrary power 
-adopted and purfued by. the Court of Great- 
Britaiw, in open violation of the moft facred 
ehartered rights ;—arms to enforce obedience; 
and the power of the Britifb \egiflature to. 
“make LAWS binding upon the Colonies, IN 
ALL CASES WHATSOEVER,” being o- 
penly affumed and declared, roufed and raifed 
the fpirit of LIBERTY,in the FREE-EORN 
SONS of AMERICA, to the highelt pitch. 
And, no other alternative being left them, but 
the SWORD or SLAVERY ; thefe Colonies 
heflitated not a moment, but unitedly declared 
_ their choice of the former: And GREATLY, 
DARED TO BEFRER! 14 . 


: ‘Tue important Die was cat 5 and the. glo= 
fous Ra of Liberty commenced |—The 


G2 {word 
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fword of the oppreffor was drawn ;and the 
innocent blood of our brethren, flain at the open~ 


ang of the interefting contelt, was the gament. 
ot the union, and seal of the freedom of thefe 
injured zericax States '* aA 
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| * Lexington was the place in which a juft Gop was 
pleafed to permit Aeffilizies. between Great: Britain end 
America, (o-commence. The perfons who frfii fell vice 
tims to the fword of the oppreflor, and who oEE Rs 
TOMARTYRS in the glorious caufe of LIBERTY ar 

their country, were inhabitants of the town ; a: d it wag 

ny lot to be an. itme/s of that horrid fcene of blood» 
Sor sew Bee ES Ge ee) the war fg e an 
eye witne/s of the unprovoked, ungenerot's ard urjuft sf 
fault, of abouteight hundred Brit: regular iroops, up- 

n fifty or fixty undifciplined Americans, who neithe mmo 
iefed, nor had it ia contemplation to oppofe them 
unlefs drove to* it ‘by the Britons, in deferes of Theat 
Selves, their rights and their constry..———~2[o. 
fee the fwerd of violence drawn, the INNOCENT 
BLOOD of our brethren murderoufly hed, and the flames 
of mar barfting upon us, without notice, without proves 
ation ;- when war was seither preelaimed, nor fo much 
(as profefl:dly threatened ; ard this by a@ prince aad pax 
ticn which, for ages paft, had fuftsined Oe charader and 
gioried in the appellation of The Paren?State sd Dyan 
dion, from whom.we had a juft right, co look for protection sie 
ard defencessgainl every lawle/s invader :—To fee war 
. commenced vpon us by fach a pation, fo related for no 
-ouher rez fon, bas beeaule we were unwillirg to give up our 
mock facred rights, as free men and a free people s avd. 
this too, with various cireumftances of indigsity and in- 
falt. was, atd mu& have been, affefing and difrcfing iv- 
deed !—And the more fo tows, a people, who, ‘till thefe | 
“unhappy andimpolitic meafuges—'uill this unjul and bar- 
barous war tock place. breathed loyalty to our fovereign,an 
she fincerett 2ff-Qien and refpes for the Mother“ Seat 
Languige wou'd fail to'reprefent, and words to expre{s, 
the teelings of 2 free, a brave, a gtterous, aloy. lL people, 
upon fuch’an alarming occafion !—Mor A hail jafly 
doppokd, thetany bur thefe who have (ta and gts 

ea airs cS 


cae? 


“ALL AMERICA heard the alarm, deeply 
felt the wound, and “bravely > rofe to: revenge 
their bretbren’s blood, and jointhe common 


caufe f° ; T9% 
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ToHeaven the appeal was made !—~ByHea® 
wen, the claim was fupported’!—Phat'Gop, 
who fitteth upontbe throne of bis boline/s, the 
- eer. et sedate DIA ' Governor 
fhock, can form an adequate idea. of its real.and datercRs 
ing eff: 2s. hogs ee ai Zula Sen 
} : pty yey, SZ i 2 BAA Rae eo 8 Fs: WII tz 

Buc however difireifing. favage, or fevere thefe barbac 
rous meafures of a bleed thirfly oppreflor, might, at'that 
time, appear to the inhabitants of Lexington, who were 
called by Prowidence to receive the fhock—-however une 
righseous and cruel it might fecm to the injured, the frece 
born fons of America ;-—-The hand of Gon, and of Provi 
dence wasin all thefe things. The wifdom and goodne 
ef the Supreme Ruler thould be devoutly acknowledged; 
as gloriqufly difpiaycd, ia oycr-ruliog thef: 2@s of oute 
‘rage, barbarity and murder, 2s the means of the greatek 
good to this irjured and opprefled land. : 
ORGS en eG Seg 2) a9 ik ® SU os LW AE 
_ This ungeneroys, unjuft and barbarous manger of opens 
‘Ying the war hath ef © moce, bat em 2 of 
freedom and America, than’ the wifdon and courfel ‘of all 
the American States, or even united worlds, :covld have 
done. This ill timed {-verity and murderous crucity of 
the Britifh trocps and the Britith oourt, have anfwered 
the mefi valuabie purpofés to the American canfe.—It_ 
confirmed ibe refolute; firengthencd-the week, eftablithed 
the doubiful, exc couraged the timid, gave fering to. the 
faint-hearied. reufed the Rupid, and Htented’e e perverfs 5 
and happily produced that union of fentiment,.and thofe 
exertions of power, in the noble conteft, which no other 
meafures, in human probability, wou!d have ever effe&- 
ed. And to apply the expreflive words of Fuofeph to hie 
“brethren. itmay fitly be faid—te the haughty B>itons,— 
** As for you, ye thought evil agsinft us; but Gop meant 
“it untogecd; tobring to pafe as it is this day, ‘to fave, 
teushupeople alive,” Gen. 50,30, 


wey 
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Governor among the nations, the Patror of the 
gnjured and opprefed,hath plead our caufe, and 
gnaintained our. @ or to freedom, equality and 
independence : And given us aname iamong 
the nations of the earth, 


, Tue wifdom: of the counfels, the firmnefs 
ofthe refolations, and the.equity of the mea- 
fures of the United States, in Congre/s affem- 
éled ; and in the flates refpeCtively :-—The 
exertions that have been made, in the caufe of 
liberty and of mankind ; and the fucce{s which 
hath’ attended :—The Articles of Confederation 
which have been formed and compleatly rati- 
fied, by aff the States, as the bafis of freedom 


and mutual fupport :—And the gérious réevo= 


éution, that hath taken place in dmerica; as 
they do honour to human nature, and engage 
the attention of an admiring world ; being 
tranfmitted by the pen of the faithful hiftori- 


‘an, will be a fubject of moft pleafing con- 


templation, to all true lovers of liberty and 
the rights of mankind, in fucceeding genera- 


tions, to the end of time. 


aot In the rife and. progrefs of this interefting — 
conteft, the {miles of heaven have appeared,in 


the fupplies afforded ,in various inflances, when 
needed moft; by captures from the enemy, * 
? ee the 


_ © Witnefs the Jarge fhip-taken from the enemy, by the . 


brave Capt. Mag/ford,in 1776, and fent into the port of 


Befion, laden chiefly — Eee, — sere a 
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the generofity of friends, and’the kindnefs ‘of 
ftrangers': And alfoin the generous fupport, 
and effectual affiftance,of thofe powerful ftates, 
who, with a benevolence of fpirit, and mag- 
nanimity of conduét, which does honour to 
themfelves and mankind, have. effentially fae 
voured and patronized our caufe 9 = 6 
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. Tuat Gop, who girded Cyrus, of oldjand 
éalled him ‘Ais (hepherd, to raife up his afflicted 
people, opprefied under the Babylonih yoke, 
and to re{tore them to their country, their.re- 
ligion, their liberties, and their poffeflions,. 


“ Anfpired 


mifiake no’) of about 1500 barrels; and this at a time 
when we were in the m ft critical--fitwation, for.want.of 
foch a-fupply of that effential articles 0 vs 
Seu AReERIST BO beacdi oc. A eee sien bs naashes ars 
- Witnefs alfo feveral other large and valuable. ve ficls, tas 
ken by our privateers, and fentiinto Salem, or elfewhere g 
laden with fire-arms, mortars, ordnance flores of -warious 
kinds, cloathing,. provifios, &,: &¢—-Articles, ne 
ufeful, feafonable and importants to our military -ope- 
“gations ——In thefe,. and many. other .inftances, the 
-providerce of Gop hath been apparent-and wonderfal, im 
the courfe of the war 5 and onghttolbe gratefully rememe 
ered and devoutly acknowledged, by.this peoples: > «> 
: ; . wae ‘ re f 


+ Should it be faid here; * That the Jews were not 
reftored to their liberties, by the decree of Cyrzs,upon their, 
return frora Babylon ; but were Mill av dependent peoples 

--gnd even Tributaries tothePerfan princes: —=\« might be 
anfwered,—*T hat itis readily granted, the children, of J/= 
wacl were not reftored ta'a Rate of perfeG freedom and: in 
dependnece, by the decree of Cyrus, upon their revurm 
from Babylon to Fudea.’—It is acknowledged they were 
fill depeadent-on the Pensa kings :—Nor couldythey, im 
the fituation andcircumftances;in whichthey were at-that 
time, have defired to be leisydependeaty. upom settteahiss 9 


7 
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infpired: the King of France; and the powerful. 
nation under his Sigh pts t, from principles . 
worthy the character of a great—a benevolent. 
~nege bis 3.1! 1G-33i ood a TR rindey 


it cowet,than that generous de-eree of Cyrus made them = 
emerging -from a Jong and diffrefing caplivity,-it it 
ealy to believe, they were: nos ih a capacity to, fupport and 
defend themfelves in their ea SS 3 even tho” 
at had been granted them, in the fulleft fenfe,—It was their 
Riecy: aad happitefs, Yee Sos ippastabayrar Wika 
their Giepherd, that tinder the wing of his’ patronage and 
protection, they piga ‘scurely return to their comatry, 
Pike polledlion of their Vands, rebuild theis ciies and the 
teniplé; reftore the! worfbip.of Goo according to the Levix 
aieab intimates siaitd restitablith their laws, polity and 
overpment, agreeable to that divine conRitution, whieh 
op had‘ given to their fathers, by the hind of Mo/es —< 
In fhort, the revolution, inthe affairs of the Hebrew nation, 
Which tock place under this be nevoledt pringe,and inconfes 
quétice of the above tmebtioned decree; was wyglorions revox 
lution —A revolution,'invand by which the people of Gon 
were redeemed from captivity, & reftored to their country, 
gheit’ pref ions, and their laws, /iberties and religion, 19 
elltiietr peculiarities ; and toa greater degree of national 
freedom and independence, than cver they could haveex> 
£ or promifed-themfelves, in their late depreffed, feat+ 
teted,ioflaved and captivated flare, “Agreeably we find not 
only the decree ofCyrur's bur thefeverst val prophecies which 
Anave teferrence toit, orto him as the acliverer cf Gon’s 
people; and even other! eminent prophecies; concerning 
the return of the Jews from the Babylinian’c :ptivity, ex» 
prefly reprefenting their reftoration, in general, as full 
cand Compleat; aod without amy Vet or draw back. For 
“farther light an@ fatisfattien wpon this: fubject and quef 
aion, vids and comp.’ thefe following places. and peflages im 
feripture. Ezra, chap, 1, throughout: chap: 6. Sirf part. 
Wfai gg. 28. Ubid. gg.01+-5, and 13~ Jerem. 29. r0wand 
-efpecially that illuitrious prophecy, Jerem, 30. ch. 18; 19 
‘ao and a1 vers) » oH i eked 


e-.¥ » Tua R 8 - « 57 et anes aes | 
©: Yonly add; that; inomy refererce to Cyrar, and-the pro- 
‘phecy concerning him; the judicious reader will eafily fee, 
‘hat the sgaia- poinsin view, was not to illeitrate the sons- 
a j pleatncfs 
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Prince, anda ‘wife’ and’ politick nation; earl 
to favour the’caufe’ of thefe injured infan 
ftates': And ‘finally to take a‘decided part, 
and make our caufe there own, By’ a ‘public 
treaty, both generous and juff, and nobly 
founded in’ principles of 27uality and indepen- 
derice. ‘ , RON ba t5tF"2} PUD A bs £2 he ote 
“XS DSISdU NINOS HAS WkSTe Sas Mois —— tay 
Tun advantages refiilting’ to the United 
States’ of “America, ’ from’ their happy alli- 
- ance with fo puifant'a Prince and fo powerful 
a nation, if the ‘eoutfe of the war, ate too 
many ‘to be entticrated, tod important to 
Have’ cfcaped ‘notice, and ‘too ‘well kaowh to 


hecd ameéntion. ~~ ~ 


3X3 Ca fa\ 


tlie ‘comition caufe, “brightcns’ the profpect 
And the late ‘addition of the United States of 
Folland, arid;' probably, ‘of Rufia, and all 
the power’ “of the” armed neutrality, in’ con- 
fequence Of the ‘unjuft meafites and inheard 


© Tue, aceelion of the power of Spain lo 


Of ‘ontrages of Brita,’ mutt,’ under Gov, 
give the cléareft affurdnces Of an happy iffue’; 
a 1D ‘Sit! B OF Ho elds ns * and? 
ie? DRA «4 QED ovo! bie 2209 2/i9Qs oth y 
Neatnefs, or degree, of that freedom and liberty, to 
hich ease mg ass a the eds tay cea 
rous and effedual interpofition of Cyrus, for their re- 
demption and reftoration «;, ‘but the hand of GOD, and 
the wifdess and goodse/tiof bis ai(\fupsrintending providence, 
in direGing the meaftres, infuencing the pelicy and 
éver-ruling the condu& of mén, princes and kings, of 
fiates and nations, and powers on earth, for thé effe Ging 
the purpofes of his benevolence, in the fuppert and re- 
lief of an affiied people, and the redemption and falva- 
tion of the injured and opprefed. —— 


iL oso 3} 


ad. of, the, compleat;, elabhishwent, ofoctng 
freedom,. independence, and . foyercignty, | 9! 
the Unsted States of Americay; if,we are-not 
criminally wanting te ourfelves. 50 9) .1 ban 
yvidon bor Sst bee inosnye ‘cont 


ve tod) ott 
— AMIDST the .conyulfion othe (ravage: 
Blobdfhed and diftrefs that have attended-the 
war ;—amidft the great and complicated ex- 
sertigns,. we have beer called-to make, -in"this 
all-interefting conteft,) we-have fen, , tothe ~ 
glory. of Gop. and honor of. Amerisa,..2 
degree of internal peace, order, and ynanimir 
ay, far beyond what could have been expected, 
4a afiruggle of this nature, and in effecting 
a revolution fo cxtenfive and important |... 


~, Ix-a word,..to, the honor of. Gop, who 
fittcth. upow, the..throne of. his, -holinefi, 28 
“Governor among the nations, t0, the joy, of 
| America, to, theydilgrace of ourrencnrics) and 
iam entiPt shen wai ore BAS EA 
wfant, fated, in, th jE ORES RAST 
and fhocks. of a iftrefling war, and in.the 
‘face of every, danger, -rifing from a ftateof 
‘dependetice and obfcurity,; to a ftate of liber= 
ty, independence and fovereignty. And with 
a fpiritvof witdors, Frmnelseand refofution; 
which, pertiaps,, bath’ never Been’ equalled, 
“forming conttitutions and:eftablithing govern 
wnient, upon” the ‘bafis_of freédom “and”che 
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before'me :—their nobles fhallibe of themfelves, — 
end their Governor fball proceed 'from the 
wmnidf? of them.” a hirer ates ADL SS. gO 
© -Tue-energy and happy effeas of a Confi 
tution, thus formed, ratified, ineroduced and 
adminiftred, have been too clearly feen and too 
fenfibly felt, by this greatful people, toadmig 
peste? 


wf difpute, or evena doubt. - Bs, 
AOR. hho d lees May 


~ 
- 


= 
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M AY -we notj=—yea, rather, Ought we not, 
upon, this joyful. occafions in,a.deep fenfe. of 
our. obligations to heaven, : to,aferibe the glo: 

ry.of all to Gop, .and ;devoutly, acknowledge 
that this, is the LORD's, doing’; at 1s marvels 
Ass at a eve eG npod navade yvlootssl bine 

AE SIE seabilels @i 49. 29132r8 

Tus ‘day, which, defufes the smile of free: 
dom,— the iy of liberty, in, the countenance 
of. the true. Pasriot, of “every friend. “to bis 
country. and mankind,,, is a freth evidence) of 

the care and)beneyolence of -heaven, to an) in- 
jured people,—a. new) tcltimony, that. Gop | 
bath. not, dorlaken sa oppreficd, lands jo -ivr seis 


GL.4308 ey R30 Pye comer ee: ROC i 
THis “day is reat, as itis thefirft, on 
which, we commemorate the goodnefs.of Gop, 
the fupreme roler, in. the’ bleflings of apfé- 
tled 1 government under a -Conftitution eftablith; 
ed on the, pureft principles of liberty. and ecquitye 
had oN sd Aina seibagan gees: ead ettt 
Tats day, (ee as it is the firtt, appoine 
ted by. .the conftitution,. for. the fated mectr 
ing of the Princes of this people-—the fathers 
ef the Commonwealth, in. General Court : 
- And in is alfo great, .as it commences an ERA 
of Anniverfaries; for, the fame joyful purpo- 
are 10 - SGP EM ORE ‘and. partake. of the. 
ile lings, of LIBERTY. anda FREE -GO- 
ERNMENT, which, (we. truftin Gop) will 
end, but with time itfelf! | - 
N 
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-cOn-this joyful day we. are ‘invited to fee 
Gop, the foprenie ruler,;;om the throne of bis 
mefs, the faviour and defence of anaflifted 
vz 0 The princes: of the people of the 
Gop: of Abraham gathered tagether”: And 
8‘. Dhe Shields of the eatth;’o°:The rulers of 
everyedepartment, «devoting thethfelvesito the 
fervice.of:-Gom and ‘theircountry, “in devout 
acknowledgment of his government, to the 
end, that Gon’ might d¢ greatly exalted, in 
the good of his people; by their admiiniftration. 
lets woithoghheldsimgs Nordws womsltcs D 
''To-add luftre:'to:the joy. of this'day, *.we 
behold, a second time raifed''to' the chief feat 
of -government, “inthis Commonwealth; by 
the free fuflrages of thepeople; a Gentleman, 
whole patriotic | rinciples early engaged the 
 atténtion of his fellow-citizens j~—whofe wni- 
formity of conduét, in the feveral/offices hé 
fuftained, effectually gained their efteem ;— 
whofe:firm attachment to:th liberties’ of his 
country, and: determined refoluition, at every 
rifqueand-in the moft trying times, to do all, 
in bis power to fapport them, eftablithed their 
confidence :—In ia word, @ Gentleman, whofe 
difpofition; abilicy-and integrity; in thesfervice 
of ‘this and the United States, have been try- 
ed.and approved; and whofe name is illuftri- 
ous, both as’ proferzbed by Britain, and as 
authenticating that glorious’ actyby which the 
United Siatesof America are forever feparated 
from. her, and declared to bea’ free and inde~ 
pendes? NATION: sn holwordss os et 
ou ‘ $ 


~ 
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ssi As this“isithe » highcRtindrh af. sifieeas Gnd 
confidence, in. the: »power: of an obliged. peo: 
pleto give soit cannot /fail of>being:'a 
0; Has -EXCELLENGY,:under pa 
and. perplexing cares of » government, andia 
pleafiag, indwcement. tothofe returns ofiat2 
#enion.and rfidelitys in»the duties of eerient 
Aerish up cheney jualycexpedtcons 


Wes -! ison cid Joeinsdrghsl por 
ol Wer, are a me happy, this .day, in beholding 
thei, next) ifeat. of. g » filled. withea 


Gentleman, whofe amiable difpofition, excel- 
Tent qualifications, patriotic Apirit, Jongeexperi- 
ence and faithful fetvices,.in\ various depare- 
mints, -have endeared him: to the penple, and 
_eftablithed a confideneé: im him, as -worthy 
that exaltedsftation, to-which he.is.called by 
the general voice of the citizens of «his: free 
Sesectnionnie srit mi Asabios | io-y hime 
eat Ro wise hec;oomernst 
fri [Ais Tsto, singh sahseledensahtecictecaton 
epon this joyful ioccafion,: we’ fee: the princes 
of the peeple,: the honorable, the members: of 
the Senate and. Houfe of Representatives, der 
degated. by. the fuffrages, of their brethren, 
from all parts of -the ftate, gathered together 
and in General Court aflembled,: ito. confule 
the common.good: and tranfaét- the important 
affairs of .government.—And, asthegitft flep 
of importance, we. behold thefe princes of 
the. peoples thee Shields of the earth, in folemn 
aflembly, .in.Gon’s holy fan@uary, met, :neliz 
gioufly to acknowledge their, Ldapcediee ppen 
OD, 


[ft 58 1). 


Oy eo 0, wit wae wil 70, 
aad Jeather.of dip bts oe 0D, 


cat, is ever open-to ithe fincer. : 
agen ce 


people, fend them his biting and. 


a peace We Phas ‘. BEE Bg as 3 ee sted 5 


ines Alive sowed Aaah a Ansa -86O-- 


im h eta e. thet 
SHIELDS of the earth, thie ‘dais under his 


ea the i Seon at ) 


glorydefcend aa 


OYj his: raliedtie:[eceniemenme eit : 


cil, to be choferip°tbe Senatavand the How 
of Reprefentatives a sen soeay the. diviae 


nem this day, 


and inal chia dls, deorracehave Overt 


mental atts, through <iidwholsanaieGeeghe , 


year. ° Thus ‘may it appear’ ‘to allthis pe 
that the Lox ‘hath wire@teds their’ cho 
and: that thefe Shieléof the’ carth,xhelerulers 
ofithepeople) docitideeds belong tinto GOD; 
peri apg tohivfervice cand Gatarin onts-of 


his glory, scomnrsvoy~tocneierftinirsha aad 
- mOOr Salt 20 evisRayaeoty sta fQvinomisyRAeh: 


°o Tana plainnefiiof fpeech whichihath-heorw 
iedanaeamaane of this atifcourfe; omay 


well fupe thbaecifinnc any particle, 


application, y wayvot addrefSsexThe whol, 

is intended as az bistible Addeale to the ren. 

va Commons wealth, aad to this refpectable 
| er 


- pile D 


afferably. If any thing hath becn fuggéfted 
worthy attentions’ or adapted: to: the’ eecafion, 
we tra in the candor of the afeaibly for a 
cordialreception. “Whatever'is of 's different 
éoitiplexion; ig not likely ‘to ‘be made"betters 
By any thitig farther’ added, to‘render it mote 
acceptable. °:'* omistesd eid eos iat age ay 
= = $4 “ ; ae GSIG ID 
_ Our political fathers, however, will permit 
te, with all“deference, t° obferve, = Pe 
Kishor WebeidT {Atine SAI: to eek Pere 
bufy THam,the elections, of, this day.) and 
which,, agreeable to the Jacial, compact, are.to 
take place, asthe’ firft bufinels,of the Geaeral 
Court, (however. limited) sare juftly confider> 
ed, .as interefting.and important >) or) 
snivibods seri hans +o wesipk et SA Xe 
_o Wun we-confider. the importance.of the 
executive department, to a, duc adminittration 
of government ;-—The high rank: of Conn: 
fellors;—-How «much-the power of the Chief 
Soma mere te their advice, si sthe 
- difpofal of places, the appointment of officers; 
_ and other things,inrerefting «0 the communi- 
ty——or. the-important.-influence: they have>in 
the adminiftration of government, and: the 
management of the great affairs of the Com- 
monwealth!;—it fhould influence to the wile 
ufenof that power of election, with which 
the honorable Senators . and: Reprefentatives, 
by Conftitution are veftedse 
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~ 24s the eleGion limited’? Sill thePe: felt 
- thoices-A’ choice, which made with wifdory 
and fidelity,~may be of great utility ‘to this 
Commonwealth, A! SE a 
ema (4 <5 é Sf Bee ae ie ae a 
_ > Pris noimpeachment of the abilities, ho- 
for or integrity of any man} to ‘fuppofe, thar, 
in a body of wife, great and good men, theref 
may be-different talents and’ improvements; 
and’ diftinet characters, that may have an o~ 
“pening for exercife, and thine with a peculiar 
Juftve, in ditferent departments of ‘civil gos ¢ 
Defnnieht Ps onw.< Sade Saree oP i 


et Re ASE et 


War thefé talent? and chataders are] - 
how to be dittinguithedjin whom to be found 
and where''to be -placed, for the- purpofes*ot | 
- government, and beft' good of the Commox- 


wealth, “is not forme to determine, “Bit 


certain it is, thefe are -queftions “of no 
| Amall importance to the public good’: And — 
_ Queftions, to which our honored civil fathers 
‘will give that attention, which their inrereft=- 
‘ing nature demands, © > °« BEE 
ied thee i ee Ch ee 2 ee ed 
Nor only to preferve, as difting ag pofti& 
ble, the feveral departments ‘of government, 
that fo they might be a mutual check upon 
each other 5 but alfo to ceive dignity to’ go= 
wernment and energy to the laws,‘as well’as © 
‘eafe toadminiftration, were evidently in view, 
by adopting this branch in’ the conftitution: ¢ 
‘And it cannot be ‘doubtedythat, iia 
bee eg Ete ae whg 


— # 
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who affilled in adjufting the conftitution, but 
itlfo'the people at large promifed themi{elves 
much from this high department. 


Tae elefion of counfellors, therefore. 
however Jimited, will always be ju@ly confi- 
dered as a facred depofit in the hands of the 
General Affembly, of the higheft importance 
to the liberty and fafety, the peace and: prof- 
perity of this Commonwealth, And, with 
all deference,.it. may be faid by the people, up- 
on fuch- an: oceafien,;. ‘* We claim it as our 
right, That, among thofe who are returned 
for Counfellors and Senators, the perfons beft 
qualified to ferve Gop and their country in 
that exalted department, be elected to the 
eounctl board.”’ And may Gop fend a perfect 
» dot fae : 


THe foundations: which have: been fo hap- 

ily-laid in our mew confiitution, are to be 
eftablithed : and,we truft,in the hands of wife 
and faithful rulers,.and by a good adminiftra- 
tion they will be eftablifhed for ‘‘ The 
FOUNDATIONS. OF MANY GENE- 
RATIONS,” : 


Mucu: depends upon the fteps that have 
- been and are flill to be taken, under this con- 
Stitutien : and to derive the benefits and blef- 
fings we promife ourfelves and pofterity from 
it,. the greateft care fhould be taken, not only 
$e preferye the conftitution itielf,,in all its 


Se meow eee 


parts, 
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parts, facred and inviolate ; but alfo, as much 
2s poflible to have the genuine fpirit and prin 
ciples of it infpiring the laws, and directing 
‘the exercife of the powers of government. 


We have feen,in the preceeding difcour fe, 
a {pecimen of the importance of attention and 
fidelity in rulers, and fomething of the nature 
of the engagiag and powerful motives hereun- 
to: Asalfo the glorious rewards which thote 
are intitled to who are faithful and perfevering 
in the difcharge of the duties of their feveral 
offices and ftations. And furely there *nevec 
was a time when the calls of Gop, of provi- 
videnc: and our country, to the » practice of 
thefe virtues, were greater than the prefent. 


Many things, interefting in their nature, 
and important in their confequences, demand 
the attention of our cruz fathers, in the feve- 
ral departments of government ; but efpecially 
in the Generat Court.—|nattention and remifl- 
nefs are at all times inexcufeable, in thofe who. 
have accepted feats in government or places of 
truftand autkority:: And I need“not obferve, 

that at fuch a day as: this, they rmuft be cri- 
- “qaiaal indeed + The laws, diftributive juice, 
the order and peace of fociety, the internal po- 
~ficy and government of the Commonwealth, 
>and thetrade and commerce of the land; are 
-fubje&s which ftatedly call for the care and 
attention of rulers and government.—The ftilk 
weetched flats of our medium, by which trade. 


La a8 
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is ob Yrugted, the poor.opprefed, the courfe ” 


ef juttice, in. matters of property, retarded 3 
-the community. defrauded, the public faith 
and: public. credit perplexed, is truly affecting, — 
and demands immediate confideration ; and if 
_anv thing within the Jimits of homan wifdom — 
‘and-penetration can yet further be thought of, 


to remedy} fo-great.an cvil, it is fervently he- . 


ped, it willnot efcape the notice of theGeneral 
Court... e epeEr $;*% €) 
ieee HRA Sacco yper herd 2. 
Pe declining fate of. religion, morality 
-endvirtue ; and theegreat prevalence of vice 
and. immorality, irreligion and’ profanenefs, in 
-almoft. every form, and in the various. orders 
and ages of men ; it is humbly conceived, are 
fubjets, not only important in themielves, 
-bat-of the. higheft confequence. to the well- | 
_. being of fociety, and,call aloud for the. inter- 
_ pofition of rulers, who are, ordained of Gop 
to bea terror, to.evil_doers and to evil works. 
In. vain. do the teachers »of religion. andieven- 
. the ambafadors of Chrif preach:and teach the 
mportance,of seligion,the excellence of virtue, 
_and)the ngceflity of morality,,juftice, tempe- 
rance, truth or rightcoufgefs 5 while vice,\in 


_its various,foruns, is..winked at by, authority, 


- and iniquity efablithed by awe bie tehie Sit : 
. Steamer sleet tren iad gst 
_L,wouxp not beunderftood, as fuppoling 
» this.cobe our cafe’; but rather,to,expreis an 
: earneft ..defice:,to.prevent. it,.’ byjthofe timely — 
» exertions. which.wifdom and policy,.as well. 
, eae ae Geen as 


mgt 
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- gs picty and gedlinefs, teach uus,to makes for 
the glory « of Gon: ‘and good of. fociety.—-And 
_certain it is, aes much, depends. en a 
authority, and_.much ‘is.expeéted,, and 

.may be done by. our civil; fathers, by well 

Judged and, well-executed pairotan soy - 
“preliag, and. punishing. of...vice and. 
litys,and:thee snenraaemnat aoe upbeat of 
HEEB ADEN cbehinn sr tev 
™ ee bere 
: “Bur afier ally: itis ae atv pin 
“ample, of juftice and righteoufnels, temperance 


and chaftity,y; faithfulnets -andjintegrity 5» and ee 
that, glorious. affemblage, of ;chriftian . graces. 


-end moral virtues, by. swhichebaraan: nature. is 
adorned, and fociety rendered; happy, thatru~ 
jlers.. give. energy. to laws, ffectuz iy fupprefs 
_ Vice in its various, forms, encourage. virtue,-and 
introduce and promote.a shogough: reformanion 
among. .a people.—Virtue. in) high 5 
fein ‘wish an anes cated: luttsedaenmeeneee- 
influence, and, {weetly. Hees the atten 

_ tion.and engages the imixation o: of all. 
Bat without.this, reproo ofs,are.in vain, ~punith- 
magpaiaetety ual, and laws to little.or nq pur- 
- ik St astiogxs-oris! ols diiwer ae 
aig At ai fivoig bndihoy: darto sd ti 

‘In a word, a want of attention fobseligion 


~and.virtue, in-ralers.or people,.may blaft our - 


wifcit.counfels, (ap,the foundations of ourmott 


“Taifed.expo-tations and bring confation, on. all. 


E Liab weneccr habasmrtios eiinse vot Roce 
YD ati @ riviita) tiers ars-to ore 
, “el At ov Wate 
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“Ywrrm gratefal fouls and thankfulnefs to 


“heaven;we revere and admire the wifdom, the 
piety and policy of our. fore-jathers, in the 
‘early and effedtual care they took, even white 
“weak+handed and yet in an infant ftate, for 
“the good education of children and youth.— 
Laws, forthe fupport of grammar jchools, in 
‘the feveral towns, were made, eftablifhed and 
facredly regarded. Colleges were founded amd 
endowed, and cheerfully and generoufly fup= 
~ported.—Thefe inftitutions have ‘been, for {fe- 
yveral generations, the fources of light, of 
knowledge, of literature, of liberty and reli- 
gion ; and under Gop, the happy means of 
forming many worthy chara@ers, fer eminent 
ufefulnefs, both in-church and ftate, And to 
-thefe inftitutions, we are ‘not a little indebted 
for that knowledge to difcern, that wifdom ta 
tate, and that {pirit to defend our rights and 
“ iberties, civil and religious, for which the ine © 
habitants of thefe States have been fo juitly ce- 
-$ebrated, in the prefent conteft ; and which 
have introduced and eftablifhed that g/orious 
- vevolution which hath taken place in America. 
~May the prefent generation: be impreffed and 
_ jnfpired with the fame excellent fpirit'; and 
may it be encouraged and prevail, in thofe that 
- fucceedjto the end of time 1! > | Pee 
_. "Tue Univerfity at Cambridge, the American 
academy of arts and fciences, and all other in- 
 ftitutions for the promoting of #terature, are 
moft fervently commended to the care and 
patronage of the civil fathers of this Com- 
moawealth, But. 
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Bur it isnot fo much in the high attam~ 
ments in fcience, to which the tearned few 
may arrive, as in the diffufing, common and u/e~ 
ful knowledge in all orders of men, that the lie 
berty and fafety of a freeCommonwealth con= 
fits. The former may flourith, and in fact 
have been encouraged, and carried to-an emi- 
nent heighth of glory,. in detpotic ftates, while 
the latter hath been depreffed ;, and: even at 
the fame time, that it hath been the ungene~ 
rous policy of perfons in power, to frown up- 
en, and artfully to difcourage the means of 
common education, and to kee the multitude 
inthe Jowett ftate’ of ignorance, that thus they 
might be fit too/s to carry to effe& the purpofes 
of oppreffion and arbitrary power ; and be 
continued in a ftate of favery, without ever 
knowing,either the lofs of their Aiberty, or their, 
‘rights.@s men. ‘feng 


Ir hath been faid, The law is the inheri- 
tance of the people.’—I with to Gop, that 
multitudes of the people of this Common-~ 
wealth, had no reafon to complain, that they 
have been abridged of a. precious part of this in= 
heritance, in that too general neglect and con 
tempt, with which the /aw, for keeping gram- 
mar SCHOOLS in the feveral towns, hath. 
‘been treated for a number of years paft.—Iin 
the name of Gon,. our country and pofterity, 
it may be pertinently afked—What becomes 
of the children of the poor ,-—the widow, and 
them that have no helper, when fo ufeful,. fo 

“becca atte Meas 7 Ts peceflacy 
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neceflary a law is trampled under foot !—Héw 
cam rulers be faid ‘to be /hields of the earth, 
and to belong untoGon, while authority's de’ 
4pifed, and the laws evaded, ‘difpenfed with, . 
or fet afide with impunity ?—In fine, may it 
not beafked, whether more ts not to b¢ jeared, 
with: regard ‘to the liberties of a people; ‘and. 
the well-being, fafety and profperity of a free 
fiate; from the {hameful'neglect ofthe'inftruc- 
tion of children and education of youth, in fo- 
ciety,than from the f{word‘of an enemy, or the | 
power of an oppreffor Pp «> RL ers ' 
ofarrlarmctitqes des hee, ith. i : 
 * Avumber of other quefions might have been perti- “q 
nently-zfked here; —~As—Whst b: comes: of the earhi og 

grand jurors, upon the queftion, ¢ Whether their towns 

are provided with graramar chool-maffers, according td 

Jaw 2°+-' What /ort of fchoo!ls have been kept ?——* What 


3 

Ai A ch malens ave been, at leaft, ¢20 often, employed, —» | 
© What ‘he or mw aes ers, the means "of iphteustion 
and education, in thefe fchools are ?— Whether ary . 
fchools, at all, have been kept, and how long, or what 
| 


a 


oportion of the year, imtowas;where the aforemention- 
ed law hath been evaded, difpenfed with, or fet afide ? 
&o &e ~The abfwer to thefe, or other qici ons apo 
yhis Tavis] Mente .eathote aehp Snow thane belongwrte : 
Schaal céucalien, Ape to all candid, impartial, wife and 
judicious obfervers, to mzke. Sats ip pe 
~ Two things were, undoubted!y, in view, By °our wor- 
thy anceflors, inthe fanding jaw for grammar-fehools |: 
Both tendisg to promote learning and knewledge in the 
“commanity.—One was, © that towns being obliged, under ; 
‘certain penalties, to provide. themifelves with well’ y2a/ift- 


ed ean fehoal: Aelisus the people in general,,tie poor, ~ 
as well as rich, mig at, without immediate per‘onai ex- e | 


«penee, be provided with gocd means of inftrv@ion and 
aeducation for their-ehildres. yiiccoih 5 Se oer fF 

. The other was, that parents or friends, whofe circum- 

= flancst were not effluent, might be induced to eccourage 
“a genius and inclination: for Jearing, “in promifing ct 

EE wees : : ren 
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, whether"the iword 
ands of all thé inhabitants of this 
Corimionwealth ?—-Whether af the people 
have ariis ?*-O7, whether, having arms, they 
are taught the ari-military; and the ufe of 
their arms, {9 as to be effectually prepared to 
oppote an invading enemy, upon the fhiriek 
notice ?* K Taar 


a 


Uren or youths, by giving then a liberal education upee 
this pre’uniption, that as foon as they had perteded cic 
-fludies av College, and received thé honors of an aca4-mt- 
¢a/ education, they might immediately fupport théaifelvct, 
by ergagirg ia ichools :—An emp!oym:nt fuitable: to 
their caarafter, honorable to themfe!ves, and uicfui to fa- 
-eiety.—And I believe it miay, with thé greateft ttotn. Be 
added, that this corfideration, hath often determined opa- 
rents and others, to give their fons, or other sport in 
“youths, a public eduéatiod ; which othe: wife they. would 
cpt, Aod this mavy a good fcholar and worthy charadtet, 
hath been introduced to public ufefulnefs, ia chureh of 
ftate, whith, bur for this faw, mut have been lof to the 
public, aud remisined in obfeurity. % 
ke a ge OE Nee i ‘ ? (bor nt “a 5 + ‘ft Se ia Sane 
* Had T fren or Known of the late exc-R#nt and well- 
edjnted militia a@, before the writing and delivering this 
“@ixeourke, I Mould got, perhaps, have wowbicd the andi- 
: : ene 
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.. Tuatr Gop, who fitteth upon the throne 
Of bis holinefs, in. the rife, progrefs, and even 
unto the prefent ftate of the great conteft, in 
which we are engaged, hath glorioufly ap- 
peared for our help and fupport, in number- 
lefs inftances. _ And it is not eafy to fuppofe, 
Nor is it agreeable to the general courfe of 
‘divine providence, that fuch beginnings,» . 
fuch goodly foundations, as, at this day, are 
feen, in\ the rifing States of America, fhould 
be .crufhed or overthrown.-—But their deli- 
verance, their freedom and independence may 
be greatly checked, and their rife, growth and 
glory, fhamefully retarded, by the inattention 
or remifsnefs of rulers, or the negligence and 
Janguor of the people. ' ae 


'\ Hap the glorious fuccefs of our arms at 
‘the Weftward, and the furrender of General 
Burgoyne and his whele army, in the year 1777, 
been followed with fpirited meafures, and 
‘backed with thofe exertions, which wifdom 
and found policy dictated, and which the Uni« 
ted States were able to have made ; we may 
‘Tationally fuppofe, it might have gone far to# 
awards the reduction of the enemy and haften=. 
ing a peace, upon terms of juftice and equali- 
ty.—How this {uccefs was improved, is not 
pleating to remember '!—May - paft omiflions 
‘prove leffons of wifdom, for time to come. 
eee ' sas: ot 


_ @nce with thefe plain and interefling queflions : every 
thing. neceffirys to” a wel-repulated’ silitta, being fully 

-omprehended and’ provided for in the’ 2@.—1 mofl fia- 
“Seely wifit may be Aridtly cbferved, 4 


EeT 


~'Tueprefent year is important, and feems 
to open upon us, big with the fate of Ameri- 
ca,—of Europe, and, perhaps of the worid of 
mankind.—This is the intere/ting crifis, for 
which the enemy have waited, and to which, 
they have looked, with anxious expe¢tation, 
as the period for the fuccefs of their arms and 
the fubjugation of America, And it is both 
natural and jnft to fuppofe, that this year ai 
their itrength, and al/ their rage, will be put 
forth, with the utmoft energy of exertion.—- 
May GOD ALMIGHTY defeat and difap- 
point them ! !—But can we expect, if we are. 
wanting to ourfelves, or reluCtant and negli- 
gent 11 making thofe ftrenuous exertions, to 
which we are fo loudly called, by Gop and 
our country, that the defired fuccefs will ate 
tend ? ee : | 


To. rouf all. our attention, and give the. 


{pring ta the nobleft exertions, may we realize 


more deeply than ever, the greatne/s of the 
caufe, and how much is dépending upon its. 
fuccefs. May we ferioufly contemplate the. 
diftrefies of our dievding country ; and with, 
al ‘the feelings of humanity, call into view,, 
the fafferings of our brethren in the hands of - 
the enemy, and thé ravage, the wafte and de- 
fraction, which mark the fteps of Britiih 
eruelty, throughout ‘the land, and now,take * 
place in the Southern States !—Above all, . 
may we attend.to the woree of our brethren’s 
EBLOID, which cries ‘tor vengéancé “from 
K 2 the 
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the ground !—To the MANES of our faugbhe 
tered friends, who fir jel.a Jacrifice ta the 
oppreflor’s rage, and fuffered as MARTYRS 
in their country’s caute!—-To the MANES 
of all thele brave commanders and ILLUS- 
TRIOUS HEROES, who have nobly fought 
and nobly bled in its cefence !——-b 


" O my fathers and brethen | ALL } All is 


pleating fcenes of LIBERTY, INDEPEN- 


But can this be the event ? Shall this be 
the facal end, the fhameful iffve of all the glo- 
rious exertions that have been made,— of all 
the bitter fufferings thac have been endured—- 
of ail the precious blood that hath been fhed ? 

Is this potfible ? Can it ever once be t For- 
‘bid ik RUG HTEOUS HEAVEN | Forbidit, 
© MY COUNTRY | 


——_ 
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omnes America rifles, indignant, at the Bao 
vith thought.—Her FREE-BORN SONS are 
not fo loft to the fentiments of liberty, the 
lave of their cquntry, or the feelings of humae 
nity, as to bear the moft diftant idea of fuch a 
difgraceful end, to this. glorious conteft. Nor 
can they ever be fo debafed, as to retain a 
with to furvive the lofs of liberty, .or. their, 
country’s ruiz.—Miuch lefs to ftand the tame. 
fpeGtators of the facrifices, that (in fucha 
cafe) muftand will be made, of noble patri-; 
ats, wife counfellors, faithful rulers, brave | 
commanders, and illuitriqus heroes, and, in 
fine, of the bef friends. and beft-blood of 
AMERICA, by the 4X or HALTER, to 

fatiate the rage and glut the maéce-ofa -Bri- 
~ tith conqueror! Or, perhaps, that which is 
fill more affecting -and degrading—to be 
doomed to watte away the remains of a wretch= 
ed lite in poverty, chains, flavery, or a cruel 
imprifonment ! 


Tuar this hath been the end of civil wars, 
whe the ftruggles for liberty have failed of 
fuccefs : And that fuch hath been the fate of 
thofe, whom conquering oppreffors have beem 
pleated to ftizmatize, withthe names of RE- 
BELS and TRAIFORS, numberlefs infian- 
¢es in the moft celebrated hiftories, abundantly 
prove. 


*Tis after the war is clofed, whether by 
eonqueit or fabmiiion, that ihe bittereft re- 
Wenge 


| [ 7 } 


venge tekes place ; and undér the pretence of 
law, juftice: or neceflity, it is then, that the* 
worthieft chara&ers are facrificed, the nobieft 
patriots fall, and the riche? blood of a uation 
fows. fad 


»Turs was the cafe at Rome, and thefe the 
confequences that attended their ¢#vz/ wars, 
from time to time. ‘This was efpecially fo,” 
in thofe between Afarius andSylia, by which 
that great republic was, for many years, con- 
vulfed to its foundations.. ‘In ‘their turns, due 
ring the conteft, both Marius and Syla ftained 
the ftreets of Rome with the blood of -her 
mott venerable fenators and wotthielt citizens. 


But the cruelty of Sy//z; after he had ‘conquer=. 


éd the party of Marius, and gained the {um- 
mit of abfolute power, over the whole com- 
monwealth, was beyond the power of deferip-’ 
tion, and I had almoft faid, of belief itfelf.* 

ee an ee - Wen 


. * Tocorfirm the above reprefentation, to. fiow that it 
is not too high coloured, and to give.a /pecimen of what 
@ people may juftly expe@ from a conguering TYRANT 
at the elofe fa civil war; 1 beg leave to infert a pafluge 
or two-from an authinric hiftory of Rem. 
‘The taking of Preneffe and Norba put an end to the 
civil war iodraly. Syl/a therefore, having placed in alll 
*¢ the /ta/éan provinces fuck governors as were intirely ag 
his d-votionsand pitehed fevéral little camps in different 
«s dftvi&ts, to keep the country in awe, retucned to Rome, 
6s whicn he entered at the head of his trocps. The fame 
6 day he ailembicd .the peeple in the,Comitiam, and roid 
“othem with aw haughty air, that he had conquered ; 
s* but that thafe who had made him take up arms again’ 
s+ bis couatry,fhould cxpiate the blood they had made him 


eae 
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.., Warn, mad. with loyalty, the Britilh nation 
xtfored their flatzering tyrant, Charles Wid, a 


{cene . of blood .was opened, morei aftectin 

perhaps, to the more judicious, part of the. peos 
ple, than all that had appeared in.the.civilwan 
% . Notwithftanding 


** fhed, with theirown.. Tuill not fare dxefaidhe,vhobar 
** borne arms, againf?\ mex: They /hail allperifpite a ars 
** Thefe words, from’a man who was abfolute matter of 
** their lives. & fortunes, made the moh réfolute tremble, 
“**They filled vbe waoleicity with dread ard horror and 
** the confternation wasdcubled the next day, when! the 

‘* faw fixed up in all public places, a lif ‘of "proferibe 

* perfons, containing the nemes of Forty feraters acd yf oe 
** teen hundred knights, lt any” 'sian gave fhelter® to ‘a 
©* perfon proferibed, though his fou, his breather, ot his 
§* father, death, was the.certain reward: of his hemanity 5 
$* whereas the affix was recompeneed with fwo talents 
‘< though (a flave had murdered shisvaialtery! ora fott his 


*‘ father.—The tyrant, chofe fuch ageats ‘to execute his 
$* decrees, as had even Iefs pity than-himflf, Phe chief 
** of theft was the irifamous Cabatine 0.2: At the head 
of a.band of affaflins, the feoured the ‘fireets, and Akifled 
$* many Knights and. fenators before they knew they Were 
f° proferibed. Theperfons named in the lift ‘were fought 
** for.ia their-own houfes,. in. the porticoes,-and -even ia 
*¢ the temples ; wheace they were dragged to Syila, and 
* cruelly butchered in his Prefences: +s d50F 26 Tere. 
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~ © The maffycre. was.net confined ito thofe named im 


** the lift; Syiéa extended. his revenge to all who had, 


*< borne arms againf himy.of what:rank foever, or'condi> 
" # tien, Nay, his.cruci. agente took :this,opporrunity td 
** gratify their private revenge aod avarice,» confounding 
** the moft inngcent and, peaceable with the! moft guilty, 

** out of fome priva'e, grudge: or purely for? the foke’ 

* their wealth and rich furniture, In fhort, the faugh- 
** ter was fo_dreadtn!), thar, Syi/anwasreproached ‘with it 
Si. eyeaby.his belt friendss Among others, # young fenas 
** £orenamed, Caias Metelhes, rwcotvredoone day to aflé 
** bim in full Fenareyy when, he.dcfigned toupat- Rop te 
& the calamitics of his fellow-citizens. We de mot inter= 
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Notwiihftanding the exile-Zing ptomifed evés 
sy thing to regain the throne; and upon his 
yeturn and reftoration, made public proclama= 
tion of an act of amnefly or géneral pardon 5_ 
not only the Aing’s judges, fo called; but aur? 


& cede, faid he, for fuch as jou have fefelaed #4 defirey 
** but enly defire you to free thofe from uneafire/t, whore. 
** you bawe determined. to fave. Sylla, without feeming 
8* totake this beid fpeech »mifs, anfwered cooly, that he 
** knew not yet whom he fhould fave: Name to as thers 
4* replicd Metellas, thofe you are determined to defirog. 
** That Iwill go, anfwered Syila; very fmartly, and im=- - 
** mediately caufed a new lift to be fixed up of eighty ci- 
4* tizens, whom he proferibed, moft of them férdtors, and 
¢: perfons of great diftin@ion, The next day he proferi- 
** bed tavo bundréed and twenty more, and an equal num-= 
& berthe third, Among thefe was Marcus Maria, who ~ 
* was nearly related to the great Marius, and highly fa- 
*« voured by the people.——He was feized by Caraline, and 
€* put to death, after having feffered the moft exquifire 
** torments tyranny could invent. He was whipped thro? 
© all the fireets of Rome, and, after this ignominious pa- 
4¢ pithment, carried beyond the Tyser, where by Sy//a’s 
8* barbarous agents, his eyes were put out, his hands and 
4¢ ears cut off, his tongue torn out, ai} his foints difloeated, 
é¢ and his bones broken. One Marcas Platerius, being 
«: moved at fuch an affeAing fight,could not help pitying 
¢s the unfortunate young man ; which fo offended Sylla, 
#* that he ordered him tobe killed on the fpot. And pots 
*: after xine theufand fenators, koights, and citizens, ha 

e¢ been inhumanaly murdered by Sy/la’s agents, he 2ffem- 
€* bled the people, and told theai, that he had profcribed 
¢* as many as-he could think of at prefeat: aud as fot 
& thofe he had forgot, they fhould be proferibed too, as 
& {yon as he could eall thens to his memory !” s 

» This wat.the fcene in the city of Rome —What awfal 
havock, then, muft the fam: meafures of cruelty “have 
miade.in the other cities and ftates of that great Commor- 
wealth |—Buc no comment is neceflary. 


> 


s Vid, Vaivert. bik. vol. xiii. pag. $3, 84, &ey % 
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ofthe’ worthieft chara@ters were foon aitainke 
edand proferibed : And it was quickly found) — 
that nothing fhort of the de? biood of thena- 
tion, would be a facrifice fufficient*to appeafe 
his own refentment, or his father’s gboy?i 


. Tue fame, or perhaps, mote, affecting 
feenes will probably be openéd in samériéa’ 
fhouldwe fail of fucce{s in the prefent conteft 5 
or fhould thefe United States be ever fabdued 
by arms, or cajoled by-a#ts, to areturn and 
fabmiffion to Britain.—But this is aneventy » 
which (we firmly craft) will ‘never take places 
oy EE ta test ee i Witee PALS ae | 


Urow the whole : in our. united eounfels 
and exertions, we. may yet |hdpée, and even 


affure ourfelves;that Gen ‘who who frteth 


uponithe throne of his-belines, will behold ‘out 
fate; hear our:prayers, and fill, mdzntain ‘our 
rightand- plead our caufe,—T hat he will haf= 
ten. the. period of our’ prefent difttefies, and 

ive us to fee,*in his own “way*and ‘tinae, ‘the 
oercy, independence, fovercignty and glory of 
the "UNITED. STATES OF AMERICA, 
‘eitablifhed on a foundation that thall‘never bg 
moved, BTS: ESTE ES TRONS “Ge eee oly 


_Anpv what a bright, what a glorious fcené 
of liberty and felicity doth fuch an happy 14, 
fue of this great and interefting conte, pre= 
fent to our view ?— america, redeemed out 
of the hands of her enemies—the United 

se sa. babes 
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“ Srates, delivered from the oppreffors: yoke j 
the fecure retreat of injured innocence and the 
happy -2/vluns of the, oppreffed and diftreffed, 
~The feat of juftice and equity, of freedom 
_ and empire—extenfive ia trade and flourithing 
jn commerce—abounding in riches and wealth 
and illuftrious in literature—in. atts and fci-< 
ences ;—and, above all, glorious in the know 
ledge and practice of the pure and peaceful 
religion of our LORD ano SAVIOUR 
JESUS CHRIST :—And the unborn millions 
of fucceeding ages, uniting in their grateful 
acknowledgments of praife and thank{giving 


to GOD. the fupreme ruler, for that {pirit of 


wifdom, liberty, -patrioti{na and bravery, with 
which he was. pleafed to infpire the patriots 
and beroes ; and even the whole body of the 
people of the prefent generation :—and, in fine 
THIS PEOPLE, THE UNITFD 
STATES OF AMERICA, a name, a praije 
and 4 glory among the nations, throughout alk 
generations, to the end oftime, — — 


THat fach may be the end, fuch the reward, 


and fuch the important and lafting effects, of 


his great and glorious conte, may GOD, of 
his infinite mescy,grant, through Jefus Chrift, 
gt > 4 ME ON, 
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AGE 3, line 24, read, delegates. Ibid. lire gr, read, 
arethen. P. 10, }. 21, ©. iodangers. P. 14, 1. 230 

f. monarchigal. P. 20, 1. 18, r. with the feveral. P. 
26, note a. |. 2, r. faithful. P. 92, n.a. 1 6, ©. the 
purpofes of his ambition. P. 39. 1. 12, Fr. chearfully. 
P. 44. 0.1. 24, r. fo related, andfor. P. 46, | 2 Fe 
hath pled. P: 47, n. 1. 6, r. ordonanee ftores. P. eu, IJ 
enult, r. grateful people. P. 52, bot. r. Pfsim 118, 236 
P. 63, J. 10, x. chearfully. P. 65, 1. 3. &, prowide fog, 


